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Come Greet the Risen Lord

Join us each Sunday morning for Orthros/Matins between 8:30-9:45am, conducted in Greek & English. Please use the Blue Binder, located in the Narthex to follow this service.
The community of St. John welcomes you. Please join us for coffee after the Divine Liturgy. 
Today is the 1st day of the week, an opportunity to offer the first fruits of your weekly labors to the Lord. A tray for your gifts is located in the Narthex.
Proper attire is required during church services.

Preparatory prayers for Holy Communion are on page 73 in the Divine Liturgy book. Prayers of Thanksgiving are on page 94.

Entrance Hymn









   Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, Son of God, who rose from the dead. Save us who sing to Thee, Alleluiah.

Resurrectional Apolitikion














   Having learned the joyful proclamation of the Resurrection from the angel, and having cast off the ancestral condemnation, the women disciples spake to the Apostles triumphantly: “Death is despoiled and Christ God is risen, granting great mercy unto the world.

St. John the Baptist Apolitikion























   The memory of the just is blessed, and the witness of the Lord shall be sufficient for You, O Forerunner, for You were shown forth as more venerable than the prophets, and found worthy to baptize in the waters Him, Whom You proclaimed. Therefore, You were a champion for the truth, and pleased to bring the good tidings, even to those in Hades: that God made manifest in the flesh, taking away the sins of the world and granting us great mercy.
Kontakion














   A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our holy maker unwavering, reject not the prayerful cries of those who are in sin, instead come to us for you are good, your loving help bring unto us who are crying in faith to you.  Hasten to intercede, and speed now to supplicate, a protection for all time, Theotokos for those who honor you.

Epistle Reading

































:




,



:



















Romans 10:1-10

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.  I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.  For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.  For Christ is the end of the law, that every one who has faith may be justified.  Moses writes that the man who practices the righteous-ness which is based on the law shall live by it.  But the righteousness based 
on faith says, Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith which we preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he

confesses with his lips and so is 

saved.

Gospel Reading
























































Matthew 8: 28 – 9:1

And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?”  Now a herd of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged him, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.
Weekly Wisdom from the Ark
“Within the freedom loving and democratic system of Athens (in ancient Greece), the ‘silent’ man, the man who was not concerned about the common good but only for his own personal gain, was considered worthless…woe unto those societies and nations whose citizens are only concerned about their own personal interests and do not concern themselves about the fate of the nation? Those societies and nations that have this kind of citizen collapse and decline.”

Excerpt from Miracles

by Bishop Augoustinos Kantiotes

The Weekly Wisdom from the Ark (WWA) is prepared for you by the Stewardship Committee and is sent via e-mail to our listserver subscribers every week. If you’d like to receive these emails along with other parish-related emails,

send an email to: stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org.

Today’s Memorials

1-yr:
Dimitris (James) Markos
2-yr:
Athena Gribogiannis

5-yrs:
Athene Kopoulos
Calendar of Church Events
Sunday – the 27th     

1pm BAPTISM of: Evgenia

   Parents: Panagiotis & Toula 

                Panagakos

Godparent: Kiki Karavolos
3pm BAPTISM of: George

   Parents:  Sam & Renee Trakas

   Godparents: Sam & Georgia Trakas

4:30pm BAPTISM of: Chrissa

   Parents: George & Angela 

                 Vaggelatos

   Godparent: George Panagakis

Monday – the 28th       

9:30am – Vacation Church School
7pm – Outreach Meeting

7pm – Great Vespers at

           Sts. Peter & Paul

Tuesday – the 29th          

8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy

Sts. Peter & Paul
9:30am – Vacation Church School

7pm – Great Vespers at

           Holy Apostles

Wednesday – the 30th          
7am Orthros 8am Divine Liturgy

Synaxis of the Holy Apostles
9:30am – Vacation Church School
5:30pm – St. John the Merciful

                Soup Kitchen

7pm – All-Ministry Meeting

Thursday – the 1st          

9:30am – Vacation Church School

7pm – Stewardship Meeting

Friday – the 2nd          

7am Orthros 8am Divine Liturgy

Theotokos Vlahernas

St. John Maximovitch
9:30am – Vacation Church School

Saturday – the 3rd 
10:30am BAPTISM of: Zaharoula
   Parents: Darren & Stephanie 
                Anderson
   Godparents: Steve & Tina Zook 
6pm – Great Vespers

Christ’s Love in Action
School Supply Drive: As we shop for our children’s school list, let us keep in mind the children who will be starting their school year without these necessary things and help these students in our neighboring communities reach their full potential. Your donation of the following items makes a difference in a child’s educational experience: notebooks, pencils, notebook paper (wide ruled), pens, erasers, glue sticks, glue bottles, two pocket folders, crayons, markers, colored pencils, scissors, rulers, highlighters, and other school supplies. Look for the donation baskets in the connecting link. The School Supply drive will take place from June 28 – July 31. Call Kathey Papaioannou at (847) 398-3815 with any questions. 

Saints Commemorated This Week

28th:
Relics of Cyrus and John, Pappias the Martyr 
29th:
Peter and Paul the Holy Apostles

30th:
Synaxis of the Holy Apostles, Michael New Martyr of Athens
1st:
Cosmas and Damian Unmercenaries, Constantine Martyr of Cyprus
2nd:
Deposition of Robe of the Theotokos in Vlachernae

3rd:
Hyacinth of Caesarea, Anatolios Patriarch of Constantinople

Parish Website & E-mail

[image: image3.png]45
/ Anniversary \




Check out our parish’s website: www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org. Subscribe to the parish listserver and receive occasional e-mails about services and events. Send an e-mail to: stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org.

Community Focus
Chicagoland Greek Festivals today:
Holy Cross, Justice, IL
Kimissis Tis Theotokou, Racine, WI

St.Nectarios, Palatine, IL

Memories Needed: For a Special Guardian Angel edition of the Forerunner, the editor is looking for photos and personal experiences of the Guardian Angel Chapel. Email Cathy Poulos at:  cbpoulos7@gmail.com.

Vacation Church School 2010: Theme: The Holy Archangels
Who:
Youth grades K*-8th
What:
A fun-filled week of learning about the Holy Archangels & our Orthodox faith through a variety of activities.

Where:
St. John the Baptist

When:
June 28-July 2


9:30am – 1:30pm

Registration after Divine Liturgy or contact Abby at (773)208-8084 or apvlahos@sbcglobal.net. There is no cost, but donations are accepted. 

*Children must be entering kindergarten in 2010. High school youth and parents are welcome as volunteers.

Greek School Pre-Registration: Pre-register for the ‘10-‘11 Greek School year. Questions? Contact Georgia Katsis: georgiakatsis@yahoo.com.

WANTED Prosphora Bakers: Be a part of this blessed ministry and bake prosphora for the church. Double wrap (wrap bread with plastic wrap or aluminum foil, then with a plastic freezer bag or paper) and date your bread. Questions?  Call Jean Fistedis at (847) 825-1161 ext. 441.

Coffee Hour: Get together with family and/or friends to host a Sunday coffee hour for the parish. Call the church office to make arrangements.

Church Bookstore/Βιβλιοπωλείο 
Consider your parish bookstore this summer when purchasing birthday, nameday, wedding, baptism gifts, as well as, selecting your summer reading materials.  In addition to supporting the parish bookstore, you are giving a soul-benefitting gift as well.  Here are some suggestions:
Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home: This is a book filled with ideas to help Orthodox Christian parents become effective religious educators in the home. This is a sampling of the chapter titles:
· What to do on the way to and from Liturgy

· Celebrating our Spiritual Birthday: The Day of Baptism

· Living out the Fullness of the Liturgical Life in the Home

· A Weekly Family Home Evening
The Gurus, the Young Man and Elder Paisios:  This true and compelling story chronicles a young man's spiritual journey from the ashrams of India to the monasteries of Mt. Athos. Popular in Greece since its publication in 2001, it is a page-turning narrative comparing Orthodox Christian and non-Christian Eastern spiritualities. The radiant image of Elder Paisios shines with God's grace and unconditional love. 

Wounded by Love The Life and the Wisdom of Elder Porphyrios:  Here is an excerpt from the book: When you praise children constantly and indiscriminately, they fall prey to the temptations of the evil one. HE sets the mill of egotism in motion, and accustomed as they are to praise from their parents and teachers, they make progress at school perhaps, but what is the gain? In life they will be egotists and not Christians. Egotists can never be Christians. Egotists desire to be praised constantly by everyone, for everyone to love them and for everyone to speak well of them, and this is something that our God, our Church and our Christ do not want.

My Synaxarion (June, July or August):
These English-Greek coloring books include 15 Orthodox Christian icons and a full-color icon of the saint(s) on the cover. Saints' lives are briefly described in both languages. There are also complete sets of 12 which are discounted and packaged nicely together.
Please pray for

Orthodox Clergy and Hierarchs on the Feast of

Sts. Peter & Paul

The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) invites you to join

us in praying for the clergy and hierarchs of the Orthodox Church around the world who serve as the teachers and guardians of the apostolic tradition handed down by Sts. Peter and Paul on June 29th, the day of their most holy feast. May the Lord bless, keep, and guide all called to Holy Orders through the intercessions of the teachers to the Universe Sts. Peter and Paul.
Sunday Services:


Matins/Orthros: 8:30 am


Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am





June 27, 2010








5th Sunday of Matthew


Sampson the Innkeeper, Joanna the Myrrhbearer











