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Come Greet the Risen Lord

Join us each Sunday morning for Orthros/Matins between 8:30-9:45am, conducted in Greek & English. Please use the Blue Binder, located in the Narthex to follow this service.
The community of St. John welcomes you. Please join us for coffee after the Divine Liturgy. 
Today is the 1st day of the week, an opportunity to offer the first fruits of your weekly labors to the Lord. A tray for your gifts is located in the Narthex.
Proper attire is required during church services.

Preparatory prayers for Holy Communion are on page 73 in the Divine Liturgy book. Prayers of Thanksgiving are on page 94.

Entrance Hymn









   Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, Son of God, who rose from the dead. Save us who sing to Thee, Alleluiah.

Resurrectional Apolitikion













   Let us worship the Word, Who is unoriginate with the Father and the Spirit, and from a virgin was born for our salvation, O believers, and let us sing His praise. For in His goodness He was pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, and to undergo death, and to raise up those who had died, by His glorious Resurrection.

St. John the Baptist Apolitikion























   The memory of the just is blessed, and the witness of the Lord shall be sufficient for You, O Forerunner, for You were shown forth as more venerable than the prophets, and found worthy to baptize in the waters Him, Whom You proclaimed. Therefore, You were a champion for the truth, and pleased to bring the good tidings, even to those in Hades: that God made manifest in the flesh, taking away the sins of the world and granting us great mercy.
Kontakion














   A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our holy maker unwavering, reject not the prayerful cries of those who are in sin, instead come to us for you are good, your loving help bring unto us who are crying in faith to you.  Hasten to intercede, and speed now to supplicate, a protection for all time, Theotokos for those who honor you.

Epistle Reading






























































Romans 12: 6-14

Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with 
zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be 
genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

Gospel Reading














:









:





:




:













Matthew 9:1– 8

At that time, getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.  And behold, they brought to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”  And behold, some of the scribes said to them-selves, “This man is blaspheming.”  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?  But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins” --he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, take up your bed and go home.”  And he rose and went home.  When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

Weekly Wisdom from the Ark
“Loneliness is the absence of communication and relationship – the inability to develop and maintain associations with others.  Contemporary culture and the structures of society, the mass media reflecting prevailing ideologies, even children’s games, lead to social alienation, political estrangement and personal isolation. The individual person begins, early on, to be possessed by an overwhelming feeling of inadequacy, to lose the meaning and purpose of life, to live without principles and discipline, to be constantly suspicious and in doubt.”

Excerpt from
Community of the Desert and the Loneliness of the Cities
by Monk Moses
The Weekly Wisdom from the Ark (WWA) is prepared for you by the Stewardship Committee and is sent via e-mail to our listserver subscribers every week. If you’d like to receive these emails along with other parish-related emails,

send an email to: stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org.

Calendar of Church Events
Sunday – the 4th     

8:30am Orthros

9:45am Divine Liturgy
Monday – the 5th       

Office Closed
Tuesday – the 6th          

6pm – Youth Night

7pm – Building & Maintenance 

           Meeting
Wednesday – the 7th          
8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy

St. Kyriake
5:30pm – St. John the Merciful

                Soup Kitchen

7pm – Team Chicago Meeting

Saturday – the 10th  
4pm MARRIAGE of:

Bobby Papoulias & Nikki Noutsis
Sponsors: Konstantine Marougas
6pm – Great Vespers
Sunday – the 11th     

1pm BAPTISM of: George

   Parents:  Tony & Linda Argeros

   Godparents: George & Karisa 
                        Andrianopoulos

4pm MARRIAGE of:

   Petros Georgopoulos & Emily Croft
   Sponsors: Andrew Karis
Saints Commemorated This Week

5th:
Athanasios of Mount Athos, Lampadus the Wonderworker
6th:
Sisoes the Great, Archippus, Philemon, Onesimus

7th:
Thomas of Maleon, Kyriaki the Great Martyr
8th:
Prokopios the Great Martyr, Theophilios the Myrrhbearer
9th:
Pancratios Bishop of Sicily, Dionysios the Orator

10th:
45 Martyrs Nikopolis, Armenia Martyr Apollonios

Community Focus
Memories Needed: For a Special Guardian Angel edition of the Forerunner, the editor is looking for photos and personal experiences of the Guardian Angel Chapel. Email Cathy Poulos at:  cbpoulos7@gmail.com.

Greek School Pre-Registration: Pre-register for the ‘10-‘11 Greek School year. Questions? Contact Georgia Katsis: georgiakatsis@yahoo.com.

WANTED Prosphora Bakers: Be a part of this blessed ministry and bake prosphora for the church. Double wrap (wrap bread with plastic wrap or aluminum foil, then with a plastic freezer bag or paper) and date your bread. Questions?  Call Jean Fistedis at (847) 825-1161 ext. 441.

Coffee Hour: Get together with family and/or friends to host a Sunday coffee hour for the parish. Call the church office to make arrangements.

Church Bookstore/Βιβλιοπωλείο 
Consider your parish bookstore this summer when purchasing birthday, nameday, wedding, baptism gifts, as well as, selecting your summer reading materials.  In addition to supporting the parish bookstore, you are giving a soul-benefitting gift as well.  Here are some suggestions:
Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home: This is a book filled with ideas to help Orthodox Christian parents become effective religious educators in the home. This is a sampling of the chapter titles:
· What to do on the way to and from Liturgy

· Celebrating our Spiritual Birthday: The Day of Baptism

· Living out the Fullness of the Liturgical Life in the Home

· A Weekly Family Home Evening
The Gurus, the Young Man and Elder Paisios:  This true and compelling story chronicles a young man's spiritual journey from the ashrams of India to the monasteries of Mt. Athos. Popular in Greece since its publication in 2001, it is a page-turning narrative comparing Orthodox Christian and non-Christian Eastern spiritualities. The radiant image of Elder Paisios shines with God's grace and unconditional love. 

Wounded by Love The Life and the Wisdom of Elder Porphyrios:  Here is an excerpt from the book: When you praise children constantly and indiscriminately, they fall prey to the temptations of the evil one. HE sets the mill of egotism in motion, and accustomed as they are to praise from their parents and teachers, they make progress at school perhaps, but what is the gain? In life they will be egotists and not Christians. Egotists can never be Christians. Egotists desire to be praised constantly by everyone, for everyone to love them and for everyone to speak well of them, and this is something that our God, our Church and our Christ do not want.

My Synaxarion (July or August):
These English-Greek coloring books include 15 Orthodox Christian icons and a full-color icon of the saint(s) on the cover. Saints' lives are briefly described in both languages. There are also complete sets of 12 which are discounted and packaged nicely together.
Christ’s Love in Action
School Supply Drive: As we shop for our children’s school list, let us keep in mind the children who will be starting their school year without these necessary things and help these students in our neighboring communities reach their full potential. Your donation of the following items makes a difference in a child’s educational experience: notebooks, pencils, notebook paper (wide ruled), pens, erasers, glue sticks, glue bottles, two pocket folders, crayons, markers, colored pencils, scissors, rulers, highlighters, and other school supplies. Look for the donation baskets in the connecting link. The School Supply drive will take place through July 31. Call Kathey Papaioannou at (847) 398-3815 with any questions. 

St. John the Merciful’s Kitchen: Soup Kitchen Test Pilot this summer here at St John’s. We greatly need Bulk Food Donations and Volunteers 18 yrs+ to cook during the day and serve 4-7pm on Wednesdays 6/23-7/28.   Contact Elpida Platis at 847-269-0911 or stjohnthemerciful soupkitchen@gmail.com. We are humbled to share with you our parish's prayers to expand the occasional Feed the Hungry initiatives at our parish to include a soup kitchen. Our hope is that many of you will ‘rise up and build’ this soup kitchen by giving your time & talents with joy in your hearts. A handful of stewards have met over the past 3 months to establish a start up action plan. Taking into consideration the needs of our community and our parish, we concluded a test pilot of the program was best. Therefore, for 6 Wednesdays this summer, from June 23 to July 28 we plan to serve dinner to approximately 100 needy persons.  At the end of the pilot, we will reassess the challenges and opportunities for a soup kitchen at or near our church. Under Father John’s guidance, and the approval of Parish Council, the concept of St. John the Merciful’s Kitchen is modeled after a neighborhood soup kitchen, Bessie’s Table, which our parish has supported for several years now.  Bessie’s Table is run by First United Methodist Church in Des Plaines every Monday night in their cafeteria. From 7 years ago, they had expressed their wish that another church in the area would join them in serving their 80-100 guests on an alternate night.  This summer will be our parish’s opportunity to answer Christ’s call through our community “I was hungry and you fed me.”  Matthew 25:35  May we all remember the poor in our prayers always. St. John the Merciful’s Kitchen Steering Committee:  Father John Rallis, Dino & Effie Costa, Aaron Chupp, Peter Hasiakos, Niki McIlvain, Kiki Michalakos, Kathey Papaioannou, Anthony & Elpida Platis, Nikolia Rallis, Kathryn Saclarides, Peter Vlahos
St. John the Baptist and Habitat for Humanity:  will be teaming up with to build a home for a less fortunate family.  If interested in volunteering your time on Saturday, AUGUST 7th!, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, please contact Kathryn Saclarides at Kathryn.Saclarides@gmail.com (preferred) or (847)347-3828.
Sunday Services:


Matins/Orthros: 8:30 am


Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am





July 4, 2010








6th Sunday of Matthew


Andrew of Crete, Martha mother Symeon (Stylite)











