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Come Greet the Risen Lord

Join us each Sunday morning for Orthros/Matins between 8:30-9:45am, conducted in Greek & English. Please use the Blue Binder, located in the Narthex to follow this service.
The community of St. John welcomes you. Please join us for coffee after the Divine Liturgy. 
Today is the 1st day of the week, an opportunity to offer the first fruits of your weekly labors to the Lord. A tray for your gifts is located in the Narthex.
Proper attire is required during church services.

Preparatory prayers for Holy Communion are on page 73 in the Divine Liturgy book. Prayers of Thanksgiving are on page 94.

Entrance Hymn









   Come let us worship and bow down before Christ, Son of God, who rose from the dead. Save us who sing to Thee, Alleluiah.

Resurrectional Apolitikion














   O Lord, you have by your Cross put an end to death, and Paradise you have made open to the thief. You have transformed the laments of the myrrhbearers and sent forth your apostles, commanding that they proclaim that you are risen from death, Christ our God, bestowing great mercy upon the universe.

Festal Apolitikion












   You, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise who did establish our holy Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them did guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to you.

St. John the Baptist Apolitikion























   The memory of the just is blessed, and the witness of the Lord shall be sufficient for You, O Forerunner, for You were shown forth as more venerable than the prophets, and found worthy to baptize in the waters Him, Whom You proclaimed. Therefore, You were a champion for the truth, and pleased to bring the good tidings, even to those in Hades: that God made manifest in the flesh, taking away the sins of the world and granting us great mercy.
Kontakion














   A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our holy maker unwavering, reject not the prayerful cries of those who are in sin, instead come to us for you are good, your loving help bring unto us who are crying in faith to you.  Hasten to intercede, and speed now to supplicate, a protection for all time, Theotokos for those who honor you.

Epistle Reading

































































Titus 3:8-15

My son, Titus, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned.  When I send Artemas or Tych'icus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicop'olis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apol'los on their way; see that they lack nothing.  And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful.  All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.

Gospel Reading

















































Matthew 5:14-19

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.  Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them.  For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Today’s Memorials

3-yrs:
Panagoula Arvanitis
36-yrs:
Orthodox Christians who perished during the illegal Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974 (this memorial service sponsored by the Chicago Council on Justice for Cyprus)
Calendar of Church Events
Sunday – the 18th     

Blood Drive 

Coffee hour sponsored by:
Chicago Council on

Justice for Cyprus

(a brief 5 minute presentation will be made in the Great Hall)
Tuesday – the 20th          

8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy

Prophet Elias

(Orthros & Divine Liturgy will be in the Guardian Angel Chapel)

Wednesday – the 22nd          

5:30pm – St. John the Merciful

                Soup Kitchen
Saturday – the 24th  
6pm – Great Vespers
Sunday – the 25th     

3pm BAPTISM of: James
   Parents:  Thomas & Irene Lesh
   Godparents: Steve Chigas &

                       Maria Demeas
Saints Commemorated This Week

19th:
Macrina sister of St. Basil, Dios Abbot of Antioch
20th:
Elias the Prophet
21st:
Symeon the Fool for Christ, Parthenios Bishop of Arta
22nd:
Mary Magdalene, Myrrhbearer Markella of Chios
23rd:
Phocas Bishop of Sinope, Ezekiel the Prophet
24th:
Christina the Great Martyr, Athenagoras the Apologist
Christ’s Love in Action
Blood Drive TODAY: Heartland Blood Services will be available today from 8:30am-12:30pm for parishioners willing to donate and give the “gift of life”. During the summer, blood centers depend on donations from community members as there is a shortage of blood because of accidents and other traumas. One in five people will need a blood transfusion at some point in their life.  Your donation will help someone in need. All blood donors will receive a certificate for a free quart of Oberweis Ice Cream, compliments of Heartland Blood Centers.
School Supply Drive: As we shop for our children’s school list, let us keep in mind the children who will be starting their school year without these necessary things and help these students in our neighboring communities reach their full potential. Your donation of the following items makes a difference in a child’s educational experience: notebooks, pencils, notebook paper (wide ruled), pens, erasers, glue sticks, glue bottles, two pocket folders, crayons, markers, colored pencils, scissors, rulers, highlighters, and other school supplies. Look for the donation baskets in the connecting link. The School Supply drive will take place through July 31. Call Kathey Papaioannou at (847) 398-3815 with any questions. 

St. John the Merciful’s Kitchen: Soup Kitchen Test Pilot this summer here at St John’s. We greatly need Bulk Food Donations and Volunteers 18 yrs+ to cook during the day and serve 4-7pm on Wednesdays 6/23-7/28.  Contact Elpida Platis at (847) 269-0911 or stjohnthemerciful soupkitchen@gmail.com. We are humbled to share with you our parish's prayers to expand the occasional Feed the Hungry initiatives at our parish to include a soup kitchen. ‘Rise up and build’ this soup kitchen by giving your time & talents with joy in your hearts.  For six
Wednesdays this summer, from June 23 to July 28 we plan to serve dinner to approximately 100 needy persons.  This summer will be our parish’s opportunity to answer Christ’s call through our community “I was hungry and you fed me.”  (Matthew 25:35) 
St. John the Baptist & Habitat for Humanity:  will be teaming up with Habitat for Humanity to build a home for a less fortunate family. If you are interested in volunteering your time on Saturday, AUGUST 7th from 8am to 5pm, contact Kathryn Saclarides at Kathryn.Saclarides@gmail.com (preferred) or (847) 347-3828.
Weekly Wisdom from the Ark
“In his isolation man is plagued relentlessly by egotism and pride which are the natural parents of his loneliness. If egotism and pride foster this kind of loneliness, then true humility – even though the term is misused and loses meaning among those who merely talk about it – produces the climate in which this loneliness is not permitted to thrive. Behold how the desert that good mother, excellent philosopher and theologian speaks about holy humility, silence and peace.”

Excerpt from
Community of the Desert and the Loneliness of the Cities

by Monk Moses

The Weekly Wisdom from the Ark (WWA) is prepared for you by the Stewardship Committee and is sent via e-mail to our listserver subscribers every week. If you’d like to receive these emails along with other parish-related emails,

send an email to: stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org.

Community Focus
Chicagoland Greek Festivals today:

St. Haralambos, Niles, IL

St. George, Schererville, IN
Wanted:  Committed Orthodox Christians to teach Sunday church school.  Basic requirements needed:
1. Love of God and Church.

2. Commitment to teach for 32 Sundays.

3. Must be in Class at 9:10 am each Sunday.

4. Willing to follow Sunday church school policies as set by priests and director. 
If you feel you can minister to Jesus Christ in this capacity, contact Mary Jane Terpinas at (847) 967-7467.

Greek School Pre-Registration: Pre-register for the ‘10-‘11 Greek School year. Questions? Contact Georgia Katsis: georgiakatsis@yahoo.com.

Church Bookstore/Βιβλιοπωλείο 
Consider your parish bookstore this summer when purchasing birthday, nameday, wedding, baptism gifts, as well as, selecting your summer reading materials.  In addition to supporting the parish bookstore, you are giving a soul-benefitting gift as well. The bookstore staff can offer you some suggestions too.
A Night for Hellenicare:  Assumption Greek Orthodox Church of Chicago invites you to a A Night for Hellenicare on Sat 7/31 at 7pm in the fellowship hall of St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Elmhurst. Proceeds to benefit Hellenicare’s “Sister to Sister” breast cancer screening program in Mariupol, Ukraine. There will be special performances by Greek and Ukranian dance troupes. $20/adult for advance reservation ($25 at the door). $10/children 7-18, free for children under 7. Assorted appetizers, dessert and non-alcoholic beverages will be offered. Cash bar for alcoholic beverages. RSVP by July 23 at hellenicarersvp@gmail.com or by calling Assumption Church at (773) 626-3114.  See the flyers on the Info Center for further information.
Family Synaxis Labor Day Weekend Retreat: The theme is: The Church in the Home – Daring to be a Christian Family. Dr. Albert Rossi, a licensed clinical psychologist, adjunct professor of pastoral theology at St. Vladimir’s Seminary, and a prolific writer on the topic of psychology and religion, will be the featured workshop leader. As traditional values and the family come under increasing attack, the retreat offers an opportunity for Orthodox Christian families to come together and to draw strength from the font of grace and protective shelter of the Church. Workshops will both outline the challenges faced by the family in today’s relativistic society and highlight steps that can be taken to fortify our families against those challenges. Workshops will be offered for various age groups; child care will be provided for children under 3 years of age. This event is open to the entire Orthodox Christian community and is being organized by the Metropolis of Chicago Family Synaxis Committee. The retreat will begin at 8:30am on Sat 9/4and will end at 3pm on Sun 9/5. An optional family picnic will also be offered at a nearby forest preserve from 3-7pm on Sun. Register by 7/26 to receive the Special Early Bird rate. Registration packets are available at the Info Center or on our parish website.

Memories Needed: For a Special Guardian Angel edition of the Forerunner, the editor is looking for photos and personal experiences of the Guardian Angel Chapel. Email Cathy Poulos at:  cbpoulos7@gmail.com.

WANTED Prosphora Bakers: Be a part of this blessed ministry and bake prosphora for the church. Double wrap (wrap bread with plastic wrap or aluminum foil, then with a plastic freezer bag or paper) and date your bread. Questions?  Call Jean Fistedis at (847) 825-1161 ext. 441.
Sunday Services:


Matins/Orthros: 8:30 am


Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am





July 18, 2010








Sunday of the Holy Fathers


Emilianos of Bulgaria, Paul, Thea and Oulalentine











