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It has been a while since my last communication 
via our parish publication of the Forerunner. After the 
January 22th blessing of the Des Plaines River on the 
occasion of the feast of Holy Theophany, I was moved 
to share with you some thoughts about the Holy Trini-
ty and Christian family.

The feast of Holy Theophany, otherwise called 
Epiphany or the Feast of Lights, is the feast of the rev-
elation of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit during Jesus 
Christ’s baptism in the river Jordan. “… He saw the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descend-
ing upon him: and there came a voice from heaven, 
saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” (Mk 1:10-11)

To be made in the image of God is to be made in 
the image of the Holy Trinity; like the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, human beings are PERSONS. 

As human beings, we are free and able to know 
and love others. However, this also means that, in our 
belonging to the community of humankind, our relat-
edness to other people is at the very root of who we 
are. The three divine persons are forever united with 
each other in mutual love and they dwell in each other. 
They collaborate continually, sharing as one in all their 
activities. They are related to each other in a specific 
order, and each is completely free and possesses royal 
dignity. Though they are three persons, they are one 
God, and they always act in unanimity. They do not 
function independently of one another and they never 
work separately.

This provides a model for the ideal human com-
munity, in which people are united by mutual love, 
they work together in harmonious consensus, and the 
equality and dignity of each person is respected.

Each social grouping – family, parish, metropo-
lis, school, work place, nation – has as its vocation 
to be transformed by grace into a living icon of the 
Holy Trinity, to affect a reconciling harmony between 
diversity and unity, human freedom and mutual soli-
darity, after the pattern of the Trinity. Our belief in a 
Trinitarian God, in a God of social inter-relationship 
and shared love, commits us to opposing all forms of 
exploitation, injustice and discrimination (Metropoli-
tan Kallistos of Diokleia).

This character of mutual love, humility, and 
self-offering, which has God the Father as its foun-
dation with the Son and the Spirit, is what provides 
the model for human community. I really like Saint 
Symeon the New Theologian’s commentary on John 
14:2 and John 10:9 “In my Father’s house are many 
rooms;” “I am the door; if anyone enters by me, he 
will be saved, and will go in and out and find pas-
ture.” The Father is the house, the Son is the door of 
the house through which we enter, and the Holy Spirit 
is the key through which we unlock the door. In this 
interpretation we understand the functional uniqueness 
of each Person but also the togetherness. What good 
is the key without the door, or the door without the 
house?

 
Continued on Page 2

In this issue:  Photos from the Christmas celebrations, the blessing of the river, and more...

The Holy Trinity as a prototype
for a healthy family
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If you desire to know God personally, then desire to know any-
thing and everything about Him you can. Let me illustrate this matter 
of knowing God personally by considering a seriously endangered 
aspect of human experience: Marriage. Imagine a young man and 
young woman who meet and are greatly attracted to each other. He is 
attracted by her beautiful face, flowing blonde hair, curvaceous body 
and brilliant mind. She is attracted to his muscular physique, his curly, 
thick brown hair and his lightning-quick wit. They assume that this 
mutual attraction to each other is love and they marry.

Three children and twenty years later, her face is lined, her hair 
graying, the curves in her body have significantly shifted. And his 
once muscular body has given way to a body with no definition except 
the very noticeable one around the middle and the curly brown hair 
has been exchanged for a shiny, bony, bald head with just a wisp of 
grey hair around the edges. Worries and cares have created black 
puffed circles under his eyes and the quick wit is replaced by a steady 
diet of biting sarcasm.

One day, our once-young man sees a young woman with a beau-
tiful face, flowing blonde hair, curvaceous body, and a brilliant mind. 
He becomes increasingly attracted to her and, at the same time, be-
comes progressively disenchanted with his wife of twenty years, the 
mother of his three children. He is trying to figure out how to dispose 
of an “old” love to give himself to this “new” love for which he finds 
himself so passionately burning. This is a scenario that is happening 
all around us every day, leaving a path of devastated people and rela-
tionships in its wake.

What happened?
One answer may well be that our original couple never really got 

to know each other as persons. What they mistook for love was limit-
ed to mutual attraction to an appealing “variety pack” of non-essential 
characteristics of human nature. As those “packages” aged, sagged, 
and faded, they lost their appeal. And as soon as an attraction to 
another “package” developed, interest was lost in the old, with all the 
attention going to the new.

Solid marriage relationships demand people know each other as 
utterly unrepeatable, unique persons. Lacking knowledge of each 
other as persons, and building a relationship mostly between different 
variety packs, is not a sound basis for a personal relationship, some-
thing which marriage needs to possess.

As in our relationships with people, so in our relationship with 
God, He must be known personally to really be known at all. Many 
have had an attraction or an awareness of God in their youth or after a 
bout of sickness, but their knowledge of God never passed beyond an 
initial excitement about learning that He is infinite, eternal, unchange-
able, but to truly know God is to know Him as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, our faith rests on this solid rock of reality.

To be continued in the next issue.
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Jesus Christ tells the parable of the rich and Lazaros.
Caring and love open the door to paradise treasures.
The rich man ignored Lazaros because he did not see 
him.
And because he did not love him.

In the parable of the Last Judgment the difference is 
spelled out.
Those who do not see and do not help others,will be 
cast out
into the “everlasting punishment and fire.
And they will turn off the light of the eternal life’s 
desire.

We are not interested in connecting with other peo-
ple.
There is general lack of concern for spiritual growth.
Apathy distorts our direction in life  and stop us all 
together.
Our willingness to be part of the solution is lost for 
ever.

We consider comfort and security a primary concern.
We do what we need  and what we think.
But God grant us hope to our slumbering soul.
And He help us forsake our selfish goal.

Let us nor forget  that our church is Lazaros to us all.
Stewardship can help people to hear and experience 
love in worship.
God will give us the power we so seldom employ.
And our souls will be filled with indescribable joy.

“ Μακαριοι οι ελεήμονες οτι αυτοί ελεηθησονται.” *
Εξαιρετική η διαφορά σημασίας του ελημονος από 

του ελεομενου.
Οι ελεήμονες ελεουν τους συνανθρώπους τους.

Οι ίδιοι όμως ελεουνται από τον Δημιουργό τους.

“ Να μη γνωρίζει η αριστερά σου τι κάνει η δεξιά 
σου.” **

Ελέησον χωρίς να αποβλεπεις ‘ σε αναγνώριση
Δώσε για οτι πρέπει να δώσεις χωρίς δισταγμό.

Και τρέψει τον Πονηρον σε άτακτο διωγμό.

Ο αποστολος Παύλος λέγει, “ Εκοινος που σπέρνει
με αφθονία, με αφθονία και θα θερίσει.” ***

Οταν δανείζεις τον Θεό, μέσω των φτωχών
θα κερδίσεις αιώνια ζωην και άφεση αμαρτιών.

Ελέησον τους φτωχούς χωρίς αποτροπιαστική 
κενοδοξια.

Η χήρα του Αγίου Ευαγγελίου έβαλε δυο λεπτά που 
είχε.

Η πρόθυμος διαθεσι της ξεπέρασε όλες τις άλλες 
προσφορές.

Και συγκέντρωσε δικαιοσύνη,αιώνια αγαθά, και 
ανεκτίμητες ευχές.

Ο γεναιοδωρος Θεός σε έκανε μέτοχο όλων των 
αγαθών Του.

Σε έκανε κληρονόμο της βασιλειας των Ουρανών.
Ποτε μη διστάσεις να ελεήσεις τον άστεγο, γυμνό, 

και πεινασμένο.
Το καλοπροαιρετο έργο σου θα είναι θεάρεστο και 

ευλογημένο.

              Δημήτρης Κάνδηλας
* ( Mατθ. 5:7)

** ( Ματθ. 6:4)
***( Κοριντθ. 9:6)

Apathy (Indifference)
By Jim Kandilas

Ελεημοσύνη 
Δημήτρης  Κάνδηλας
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February feastdays and saints

February 2. Presentation of our Lord at the Temple
Simeon was a Jewish scholar who had been called 

upon to assist in the translation of the books of the 
Old Testament. During this time, Simeon became 
aware and learned about the coming of Christ as 

foretold by the Prophets 
of Israel. He prayed every 
day for many years that he 
would live long bough to 
see the Messiah. On Febru-
ary 2, 40 days after the birth 
of Christ, the Virgin Mary 
brought the Christ child to 
the temple for Presentation 
in accordance with Jewish 
practice to offer the hold to 

the service of the Lord.  Simeon’s prayer came to life 
and as he held the Christ child in his arms he recited a 
beautiful prayer (Luke 2:22-40). The next day Sime-
on died in peace.

To this day, the Orthodox Church continues this 
tradition of presenting the child to the Church 40 days 
after birth, and the presentation service still includes 
the ancient and beautiful prayer of Simeon.

February 10. St. Haralambos
This is the feast day of St. Haralambos, one of 

the most beloved saints of the Orthodox Church. He 
became a priest at a very early age and stood by his 

religious convictions. He did 
not waver in his faith even 
among many sufferings and 
tribulations during his lifetime. 
He refused to worship idols 
and was tortured and impris-
oned. During his imprison-
ment, many miracles occurred 
and thousands of people came 
to the jail to be blessed by the 
Saint.

He became known as a 
miracle-worker. The roman Emperor Servius ordered 
the execution if the Saint. As the executioners raised 
their swords to behead the Saint, a voice was heard 
from heaven, “well done my faithful servant, enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven”. At this moment, St. 
Charalambos passed way and was not beheaded. The 

two executioners asked God for forgiveness as they 
knelt by the body of the Saint. For their demonstra-
tion of faith, the emperor ordered their execution. 
Their names were Porphirios and Baptos whose feast 
day we celebrate today as well. 

February 19. St. Philothea
On this day we honor on of Athen’s greatest 

Saints, St. Philotheq (which means one who loves 
God). She became a nun and utilized her wealth to 
erect beautiful Churches and convents. The Saint had 

built the beautifully Church of 
St. Andrew, which still stands 
today. During the Ottoman 
occupation of Athens, the 
Saint was attacked no killed 
for her Christian Faith. Her 
remains are entombed in the 
Cathedral of Athens. Many 
miracles have been attributed 
to St. Philothea. The Archdi-
ocese of Athens is located on 
a street named after the Saint. 

Many of the Churches and convents she builds still 
exist today.

February 23. St. Polycarp of Smyrna
The Saint was ordained a Priest, after he met the 

Apostle John, as he preached In Ephesus. Eventually 
the Saint became an assistant to the Archbishop of 
Smyrna. Once, during a great drought I the region, 
the people asked St. Polycarp to pray for an end to 

the drought. The Saint prayed 
for three days and three nights 
and at the end of his vigil, the 
rains came and the land became 
fertile again. It was the that the 
people called the Saint “Poly-
carp”, which means the bearer 
of many fruits.  Among the 
many writings of St. Polycarp, 
his epistle to the Phillipians is 

considered to be one of the most beautiful gems of 
Christian works. He also settled the question about 
the celebration of Easter and convinced the Bishop of 
Rome to celebrate Easter on Sunday.
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January 14, 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Happy New Year! May it be a year filled with love, joy, health and great spiritual and personal progress to each of you. I wanted to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude and sincere appreciation for affording me the honor of serving our community as President of the Parish Council.  As a parish, we are blessed with an extremely talented, intelligent, and dedicated group of council mem-bers who are Christ-centered, and whose greatest joy is motivated first and foremost to serving our patron Saint and the community of St. John the Baptist – our ecclesia. Furthermore, our community is blessed by be-ing under the spiritual guidance of a selfless-servant and shepherd of her Church, our Proeistamenos, Fr. John Rallis, who together with Presvytera Irene, have truly turned their calling into a ministry of personal sacrifice.  Assisting with the pastoral care of this community is Fr. Athansios Papagiannis, who grew up at our parish, along with his Presvytera, Katerina. May God bless our clergy with many years so that they can faithfully and diligently continue their ministry here in the vineyard of St. John the Baptist.  Almost 60 years later, the actions of a few women established the very first community of St. John the Baptist. As a parish we shall be eternally indebted to them and to the founding fathers for laying the founda-tion of this community. Likewise, your continued support of time, talents, and treasures have been instrumen-tal and invaluable towards allowing our parish to operate. Through God’s grace, we have grown into a commu-nity of over seven hundred active stewards. We have established three well-managed and professionally run educational schools; the Sunday School, the Pythagoras Greek School, and the Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School (GAODS). We are also blessed with over thirty active ministries. The addition of our Guardian Angel Chapel and the on-going iconography, will continue to educate and inspire future generations and assist them towards witnessing the Orthodox faith.
The blessings of our parish have been plentiful yet there is so much more required for the ongoing sus-tainment and continued forward progress of our beloved parish. As Orthodox Christians and faithful stewards, we should remember to be thankful to our patron saint and look at his life as an example. His intercessions have continued to guide and provide us with ample opportunity to serve his parish. Each of you has a unique talent, a calling, which can be offered back in order to enable our parish to become a beacon of light within our community, our Metropolis and throughout the Archdiocese. I kindly ask for your continued support and urge each of you to take an active role in one of the many ministries.In closing, I would like to focus on the words of St. John the Baptist which were recently brought to our attention at the Great Hierarchal Vespers of our feast day this year. In his homily, Peter Hasiakos, a recent graduate of the Holy Cross Seminary, reminded us of the Saint’s words, “I must decrease so that He can increase”. These few words in text are abundantly rich in context. The Forerunner, the one who was called “Great” by Christ himself, acknowledges that his ministry must decrease so that Christ can increase and begin His teachings. In doing so, St. John exemplified great humility, discernment and great leadership. How bless-ed we are to have St. John the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist as our patron saint. What more can we as a parish accomplish should we all act upon the example set by St. John and reprioritize our lives so that we “decrease” and allow the Lord to “increase” within us and within this parish.

Have a blessed year.

In Christ,
Jerry Pavlatos
Parish Council President

Leavetaking of the Theophany of
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
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Our final meeting of 2016 took place on Tuesday, Dec. 13th. We had a short lesson with Fr. Athanasios about 
the Nativity of our Lord. We then made gingerbread ornaments and Christmas cards for a fellow Orthodox child
who is suffering from leukemia and will spend Christmas in the hospital. His wish was to receive as many cards 
as possible, so we took on the challenge with other Orthodox children from around the country!

HOPE Nativity meeting

Guardian Angel celebrated Veteran’s Day with a visit from 6 veterans: Mr Mike Nichols, Mr. Anastasios Tsaga-
nos, Mr. John Berbas, Mr. Panayiotis Prosiliakos, Mr. Dino Houpis, and Mr. Socrates Tingas.

GAODS celebrates Veteran’s Day
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St. John schools celebrate Christmas

Pythagoras
Saturday
School

Christmas
Program

Sunday
School

Christmas
Pageant
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Spelling Bee

The Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School students 
participated in the National Scripps Spelling Bee on Jan-
uary 13th. The top 3 finalists from the third through sixth 
grade classroom Spelling Bees went on to compete at the 
all school Spelling Bee on January 20th. The winner was 
Angelo Karadimas (6th grade). Paraskevi Melnick (5th 
grade) came in second place and Christos Natsis (3rd 
grade) came in third place. Congratulations!

Christmas Program 2016: 
The Life of St. Nicholas the

Wonderworker
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     The Promises & Perils  
of Technology:  

Orthodox Reflections  
for Teens & Adults  

   Thursday, February 16, 2017 
Paraklesis at 6:30pm followed by a 
presentation and discussion with  
Rev. Deacon Dr. Perry Hamalis, 
Professor of Religious Studies at 
North Central College, Naperville 

 St. John the Baptist 
2350 E. Dempster St. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
    (847) 827-5510 

 

PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR
TEENS, PARENTS & ALL ADULTS 

   * What is the Orthodox Church's general attitude toward
      Technology/Science? 
*Are there spiritual advantages that come from new technologies? 
* What are some of the spiritual challenges arising from the internet 
and smartphones, and what are some practical suggestions for
meeting these challenges? 
 As Orthodox, how should we think about cutting-edge  
   technological developments--like transhumanism, artificial
            intelligence, and radical life-extension? 

* Bring your questions!!!



DEALING WITH
CONFLICTS & INJUSTICE

WITHIN THE 
FAMILY:  

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
2350 E. Dempster St., Des Plaines, IL  60016 (847) 827-5510 

 Friday, February 10, 2017 
 6:30pm Paraklesis followed by the 

presentation
 Speaker: Dr. Peli Galiti, from the

International Forgiveness Institute 
at the University of Wisconsin—
Madison

 Free childcare will be provided 
during the talk for ages 3 and up.
Registration is required for child-
care. Email: cstamelos@gaods.org.



With gratitude to our Triune God the Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School is now accepting 
registration for the upcoming 2017-18 School Year. Visit the school website, gaods.org, for more 
information and registration materials.  For a tour of the school or to arrange a ‘Student Visit for the 
Day’ please call the Front Desk at 847-827-5519 ext 104 or email school Administrative Assistant Ms. 
Christine Stamelos at cstamelos@gaods.org.
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On January 22, 2017, at 2:00pm, St. John held the first annual service blessing along the Des Plaines River 
Trail. The half hour service, which took place in the Miner Street Campground off Camp Ground Road in Des 
Plaines, was open to the public. The service ended with Father John Rallis tossing and retrieving a blessed 
cross from the Des Plaines River.

Part of the celebration of Theophany in locations close to a body of water include an outdoor Blessing of 
the Waters service. As a sign of blessing as Christ blessed the Jordan, holy water is poured into the body of wa-
ter. A related tradition is the tossing of a cross into the water, to be retrieved by divers. Holy water is also given 
to the faithful to consume and to use in blessing their homes. In the weeks 
following the service, clergy visit the homes of parishioners and conduct a 
service of blessing using the holy water that was blessed in Church on the 
holiday.

Outdoor Blessing of the Waters services will also be held at:
    St Paul, Minnesota, blessing the Mississippi River
    Peoria, Illinois, blessing the Illinois River
    Cedar Rapids, Iowa, blessing the Cedar River
    Sioux City, Iowa, blessing the Missouri River
    St Louis, Missouri, blessing the Mississippi River
    Rockford, Illinois, blessing the Rock River
    Dubuque, Iowa, blessing the Mississippi River
    Des Moines, Iowa, blessing the Des Moines River

St. John the Baptist’s 1st annual blessing
of the Des Plaines river
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It was another delightful evening on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, 2016.  It was the third annual PanOrthodox Choral 
Christmas Concert, during which the following groups par-
ticipated in the event:
•	 Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School
•	 Serbian Singing Society Branko Radichevich Sr. Choir 

and their Jr. Choir
•	 Toronji form the Georgian Orthodox Church Choir
•	 St. John the Baptist’s Guardian Angel Chanters
•	 American Ukrainian Youth Association Choir
•	 Bel Canto Choir from the Sts. Constantine & Helen 

Romanian Orthodox Cathedral, and the
•	 Pan-Orthodox Choir of Greater Chicago.

Though the weather was frightful that evening, the turn-
out was delightful. Several groups sold gifts and food items 
and the monies donated that evening benefitted FOCUS 
North America, an organization that serves the hungry, sick 
and imprisoned by providing Food, Occupation, Clothing, 
Understanding and Shelter.

We had the blessing of having His Eminence Metropoli-
tan NICOLAE of the Romanian Orthodox Church of Amer-
ica and His Grace Bishop Savas of the 
Georgian Orthodox Church of North 
America attending our event.

PanOrthodox Choral Christmas Concert 2016
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Prayer List
For any prayer concern (salvation, health, 
employment, stress and anxieties, etc.) 
please send baptismal names only to
   stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
We may not be able to help others mate-
rially or medically, but God does hear our 
prayers and always asks us to pray for each 
other and so build up the Body of Christ 
(Eph. 4:11-16).

For health and stability in the work place: 
Angelo, Chrysanthy and family, Chris, Helen, and 
family, Mary Ellen and family, James and family, 
Eudoxia, Paraskevi, Maria, Panagiotis, Hristos
For guidance: Ekaterini, Renee, John, Angela
For high blood pressure: Theodora
For peace: Maria, Karen, Ropalo, Stavroula, 
Christoforos
To let go of anger: Petros, Ioannis, Angela, John, 
Angela, Georgia, Ioannis, Evagelia
For health: Christos, Penelope, Theofani, 
Basilios, Thanasios 
For healing of an illness: Helen, Mary Ellen, 
Angeline, Mary, Bill, Katherine, George, 
Athanasios, Tom, Makrina, Eric, Scott, Veronika, 
Nicoletta, Nicholas, Helen, George, Judy, Elaine, 
Nicoletta, Anastasios, Aristidis, Mary Ellen, Mary, 
and Ioanna  
For spiritual edification: Michael, James, Helen, 
Cynthia, Lillian.
For spiritual guidance: Veronika, Alexander, 
John, Ioannis, Evagelia
For faith and hope: Evagelia
For good health and recovery from illness: 
Christopher 
For general well-being: Tom, Anne, Helen, 
Lillian, Katherine, Mary, Lillian, Carol, Angeline, 
Mary, Chris, Frank, Anna 
For health and well-being: Dennis, Mary, Lilly, 
Philip, Carol, Judy, Anne, and Helen, Dimitri, 
Georgia, Christina, Emily
For heart health:  Stiljan
For illness and surgery: Judy, Mary Ellen, 
Phillip,  Carol, Johnny, Alexandra, Austin, 
Panayiota, Mary, Makrina, George, Judy, Mary, 
Joan For health: Judy, Anne, Chrysanthy, Helen, 
Mary, Iosefia, Dean and Helen (cancer), Sophie, 
Stafford, Theodora, Ekaterini
For illness and survival of world 
circumstances: Mary Ellen, Jennie, Helen, 
George/family, Judy, Christ, Mary
For forgiveness: John, Angela, Ioannis, Evagelia
For battling cancer: Stavros, Dimitri

Registry of Sacraments

Baptisms

Funerals

November 6th: Ioanna
Parents: Chris & Sophia 
	    Grigoriou
Sponsors: Peter & Maria 
		  Dalamangas

November 12th: Pericles
Parents: Christopher & 
	      Sylvia Carlevato
Sponsors: Michael & 
	      Katina Mondus

November 19th: Dionisi
Parents: Thomas & Eleni 
	     Sotirakos
Sponsor: Dion Katsoris

December 4th: Gianni
Parents: Brad & Maria Lilic
Sponsor: Angelo Bachas

December 4th: Eleni
Parents: Demetrios &
	   Georgia Rizos
Sponsors: Alex & Nina
	     Velissaropoulos

November 1st: Geroge Livas
December 13th: Urania Kougan
December 15th: Patricia 
			   Castritsis

Weddings
November 13th
George Loukopoulos & 
             Helen Gountanis
Sponsors: Nick Gountanis & 
                  Maria Zarras

November 19th
Yiannis Siavelis & Eleni 
	   Stefanopoulos
Sponsors: Andreas & Stamata 
	      Vlahos



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Six Week Calendar • January 29 - March 11, 2017

Strict Fast Days Oil & Wine are permitted

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)

Sunday of the
Canaanite 

Laurence the Recluse
Ignatius and Nicandrus 

of Sinai

January 29 January 30 January 31 February 1 February 2 February 3 February 4

February 5 February 6 February 7 February 8 February 9 February 10 February 11

February 12 February 13 February 14 February 15 February 16 February 17 February 18

February 19 February 20 February 21 February 22 February 23 February 24 February 25

February 26 February 27 February 28 March 1 March 2 March 3 March 4

March 5 March 6 March 7 March 8 March 9 March 10 March 11

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Three Hierarchs 
Hippolytos, Pope of Rome 

9:30pm HOPE
7:00pm GOYA

Cyrus & John the 
Unmercenaries   

Holy Women Martyrs 
Theodote, Theoktiste

and Eudoxia

9:45am  Martha & Mary 
Women’s Bible Study
5:00 pm GSL 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
7:00pm Sunday School 
Staff Meeting
9:00pm Adult Basketball

Forefeast of the Meeting
of the Lord 

Martyr Trypho 

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 

Presentation of
Our Lord

Gabriel the New Martyr

5:00pm Basketball Prac

Symeon & Anna 
New Martyrs John, 

Nicholas and Stamatios 

9:00am Greek School
6:00pm Great Vespers

Nicholas the Confessor 
Hieromartyr Abramius

8:30 am Orthros
9:15 am Sunday School
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)

Sunday of the Publican 
and Pharisee: Triodion 

Begins Today 
Martyr Agatha

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy
9:30am PTO Meeting
5:00pm Basketball Prac

St. Photius, Pattriarch 
Of Constantinople 

St. Bucolus, Bishop of 
Smyrna 

9:30am HOPE
6:00pm Philoptochos 
Meeting
7:00pm GOYA

Parthenius, Bishop of 
Lampsacus 

Luke the Righteous 

9:45am  Martha & Mary 
Women’s Bible Study
5:00 pm GSL 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
7:00pm Family Synaxis 
Meeting
9:00pm Adult Basketball

Great Martyr Theodore 
Stratelates 

Prophet Zacharias

Apodosis of the
Presentation 

Martyr Nicephoros 

5:00pm Basketball Prac 
7:00pm Paraklesis & 
Parenting Workshop on 
Forgiveness

Hieromartyr Haralambos 
Anastasios, Patriarch

of Jerusalem

9:00am Greek School
6:00pm Great Vespers

Hieromartyr Blaise 
Empress Theodora 

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)
2:30pm Home Basket-
ball games

Sunday of the Prodigal 
Son

St. Antonius, Archbishop 
of Constantinople

5:00pm Basketball Prac

Meatfare Monday
Martinian of Palestine 

Apostles Aquila
and Pricilla 

9:30am HOPE
7:00pm Jr. GOYA

Meatfare Tuesday
St. Auxentios 
Cyril, Apostle
to the Slavs

9:45am  Martha & Mary 
Women’s Bible Study
5:00 pm GSL 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
7:00pm GAODS School 
Board Meeting
9:00pm Adult Basketball

Meatfare Wednesday
Onesimus of the 70 
Righteous Anthimus 

11:30am Kindergrtn Tea
6:30pm Paraklesis & 
Talk: The Promises & 
Perils of Technology: 
Orthodox Reflections for 
Teens & Adults

Meatfare Thursday
Flavian, Patriarch
Of Constantinople 

5:00pm Basketball Prac
6:30pm Faith & JOY Ice 
Skating/Pizza party

Great Martyr Theodore 
the Tyro  

Mariamne, Sister
of Apostle Philip

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
9:00am Greek School &
             PTO Meeting
6:00 pm Great Vespers

Saturday of Souls
Leo the Great 

Agapetus the Confessor 

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)
General Assembly

Meatfare Sunday
St. Philothei of Athens

GOYA Skiing at Wilm-
ont Mountain
5:00pm Basketball Prac

Cheesefare Monday 
St. Leo, Bishop of 

Catania 
St. Agathus of Rome

9:30am HOPE
6:30pm Greek School
             Board Meeting
7:00pm Parish Council
             Meeting
7:00pm GOYA

Cheesefare Tuesday
Saints

9:45am  Martha & Mary 
Women’s Bible Study
5:00 pm GSL 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
7:00pm Metropolis 
Camp Meeting
9:00pm Adult Basketball

Cheesefare Wednesday
Fathers Thalassius 

and Baradatus

6:00pm Great Vespers
6:00pm Mission Team 
Chicago Dinner

Cheesefare Thursday
Hieromartyr Polycarp

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac

1st & 2nd Finding of 
the head of St. John the 

Baptist

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
9:00am Greek School &
             PTO Meeting
6:00 pm Great Vespers

2nd Saturday of Souls

8:30am Orthros
9:15am Sunday School
9:45am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)

Foregiveness Sunday
St. Porphyrius, Bishop 

of Gaza

7:00am Service of the Hours
9:00am Service of the Hours
12:00pm  Service of the 
Hours
3:00pm Service of the Hours
5:00pm Basketball Prac
7:00pm Great Compline

Clean Monday
St. Procopius
St. Photine

9:30am HOPE
6:00pm Jr GOYA
7:00pm Great Com-
pline

First Tuesday of Lent
S.t Basil the Confessor

9:45am  Martha & Mary 
Women’s Bible Study
5:00 pm GSL 
5:00pm Basketball Prac
6:00pm 9th Hour & 
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
7:00pm Sunday School 
Staff Meeting
9:00pm Adult Basketball

First Wed. of Lent

7:00pm Great
              Compline

First Thursday of Lent
Maryr Hesichius

9:00am Pre-Sanctified 
Divine Liturgy 
5:00pm Basketball Prac

First Friday of Lent 
St. Theodoretos

8:00am Orthros &
            Divine Liturgy 
9:00am Metropolis Greek 
Language Seminar
9:00am Greek School
6:00 pm Great Vespers

First Saturday of Lent
3rd Saturday of Souls

Commemoration of the 
Miracle of Kollyva

8:30 am Orthros
9:45 am Divine Liturgy
              (Main Church)

Sunday of Orthodoxy
St. Mark the Ascetic

9:30am PTO Meeting

Finding of the precious 
Cross by St. Helen

42 Martyrs of Amorion 

9:30am HOPE
6:30pm Philoptochos 
Board Meeting
6:00pm GOYA
7:30pm Philoptochos 
General Meeting

7 Hieromartyrs of 
Cherson 

St. Lavrentios of Megara 

9:45am  Martha & Mary 
Women’s Bible Study
5:00 pm GSL 
6:00pm 9th Hour & 
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
6:30pm Parish Orator-
ical & Sunday School 
Pre-Sanctified Divine 
Liturgy

Paul the Confessor
40 Martyrs of Sebastia 

Caesarios the Righteous 

9:00am Pre-Sanctified 
Divine Liturgy
7:00pm B’ Salutations 
to the Theotokos

Quadratus the Martyr &
his Companions

Anastasia of Alexandria 

9:00am Greek School 
6:00pm Great Vespers

Sophronius, Patriarch of 
Jerusalem   

Theodora the Righteous


 

Fish is permitted Dairy is permitted
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