
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox 

March 15, 2026 

 
Sunday Services 

Matins/Orthros ............ 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy ............ 9:45am 

 

Weekday Services 
Matins/Orthros ............ 8:00am 
Divine Liturgy ............ 9:00am 

Come and See the Risen Lord! 
 

Join us each Sunday morning for  
Orthros/Matins conducted 

 in Greek & English.  
 

 Orthros Binders are in the narthex with service text 
 Proper attire is required during church services. 

Today we commemorate: 
 Sunday of the Holy 

Cross 
 Agapius & his 

Companions 
 Manuel of Crete 

Sunday Bulletin 

On duty this Sunday: 
Pangari: Team A (St. Andrew) 
Acolytes: Team B (Archangel 
Gabriel) 

An Orthodox Christian community striving to glorify God in all things, to embody the                
True Faith in our lives, to grow together as a parish family, and to serve our neighbor in love.  

Solemn Vespers at 6pm  at      
Sts. Peter & Paul, Glenview 



Entrance Hymn 

Δεῦτε προσκυνήσωμεν καὶ 

προσπέσωμεν Χριστῷ. Σῶσον ἡμᾶς 
Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἀναστὰς ἐκ νεκρῶν, 
ψάλλοντάς σοι, Ἀλληλούϊα.  

 Come let us worship and bow down 
before Christ. Son of God, who rose 
from the dead, save us who sing to 
Thee, Alleluia. 
 

Apolytikion for the Holy Cross 
1st Tone 

Σῶσον, Κύριε, τὸν λαόν σου, καὶ 
εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου, 
νίκας τοῖς βασιλεῦσι κατὰ βαρβάρων 
δωρούμενος, καὶ τὸ σὸν φυλάττων, 
διὰ τοῦ Σταυροῦ σου πολίτευμα.  

 Save, O Lord, Your people and bless 
Your inheritance, granting victory to 
the faithful over the enemy, and by 
Your Cross protecting Your 
commonwealth.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion 
Grave Tone 

Κατέλυσας τῷ Σταυρῷ σου τὸν 
θάνατον· ἠνέῳξας τῷ λῃστῇ τὸν 
Παράδεισον· τῶν Μυροφόρων τὸν 
θρῆνον μετέβαλες, καὶ τοῖς σοῖς 
Ἀποστόλοις κηρύττειν ἐπέταξας, ὅτι 
ἀνέστης Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, παρέχων τῷ 
κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος. 

 You destroyed death by Your Cross, 
You opened Paradise to the Robber. 
You turned the Myrrh-bearing 
Women’s lament into joy, and You 
commanded Your Apostles to preach 
that You rose, O Christ God, granting 
the world the great mercy.  

Apolytikion for St. Agapios & his Companions 
4th Tone 

Ἀγάπη τοῦ Κτίσαντος, 
πεπυρσευμένος τὸν νοῦν, χορείαν 
συνήθροισας, πανευκλεῶν Ἀθλητῶν, 
Ἀγάπιε ἔνδοξε, ὅθεν σὺν τούτοις 
Μάρτυς, ἀριστεύσας νομίμως, ξίφει 
τὸν σὸν αὐχένα, σὺν αὐτοὶς 
ἀπετμήθης, μεθ' ὧν ἐκδυσώπει, 
δοῦναι ἠμὶν ἄφεσιν.  

 Agapios, lover of the Creator, having 
set your mind aflame, you gathered a 
company of illustrious athletes, 
Agapios, glorious one. With them you 
also became a martyr, having lawfully 
excelled, kyou were beheaded with a 
sword. With them you were beheaded, 
and with them you intercede, granting 
us forgiveness.  



Kontakion for Annunciation 
 

2nd Tone 
Tῇ ὑπερμάχῳ στρατηγῷ τὰ 
νικητήρια, Ὡς λυτρωθεῖσα τῶν 
δεινῶν εὐχαριστήρια, Ἀναγράφω 
σοι ἡ Πόλις σου Θεοτόκε. Ἀλλʼ ὡς 
ἔχουσα τὸ κράτος ἀπροσμάχητον, 
Ἐκ παντοίων με κινδύνων 
ἐλευθέρωσον, Ἵνα κράζω σοι· 
Χαῖρε νύμφη ἀνύμφευτε. 

 O Champion General, to you 
belongs our prize of victory! And 
since you saved us from adversity, 
we offer you our thanks. We are 
your people, O Mother of God! 
So, as you have that invincible 
power, continue to deliver us from 
danger that we may cry out to 
you: Hail O Virgin and Bride ever 
pure! 

Apolytikion of the Parish - St. John the Baptist 
2nd Tone 

Μνήμη Δικαίου μέτ' ἐγκωμίων, σοὶ 
δὲ ἀρκέσει ἡ μαρτυρία τοῦ Κυρίου 
Πρόδρομε· ἀνεδείχθης γὰρ ὄντως 
καὶ Προφητῶν σεβασμιώτερος, ὅτι 
καὶ ἐν ῥείθροις βαπτίσαι 
κατηξιώθης τὸν κηρυττόμενον. 
Ὅθεν τῆς ἀληθείας ὑπεραθλήσας, 
χαίρων εὐηγγελίσω καὶ τοῖς ἐν 
ᾍδῃ, Θεὸν φανερωθέντα ἐν σαρκί, 
τὸν αἴροντα τὴν ἁμαρτίαν τοῦ 
κόσμου, καὶ παρέχοντα ἡμῖν τὸ 
μέγα ἔλεος.  

 Τhe memory of the just is 
observed with hymns of praise; 
for you suffices the testimony of 
the Lord, O Forerunner. You have 
proved to be truly more ven'rable 
than the Prophets, since you were 
granted to baptize in the river the 
One whom they proclaimed. 
Therefore, when for the truth you 
had contested, rejoicing, to those 
in Hades you preached the 
Gospel, that God was manifested 
in the flesh, and takes away the 
sin of the world, and grants to us 
great mercy.   

 

   

Apolytikion for the Guardian Angel 
3rd Tone 

Φύλαξ Ἄγγελε, φρούρει και 
σκέπε, τὸν δοθέντα σοι είς 
προστασίαν, ἀπὸ παντός 
σκοτεινοῦ παραπτώματος. Ἐκ 
κατηχήσεως γάρ ο Φιλάνθρωπος, 
πρός τόν πιστόν σε κατέστησε 
φύλακα. Ὅθεν Ἄγγελε, Χριστόν 
τόν Θεόν ἱκέτευε, φυλάττων μέ 
πιστόν Θεοῦ θεράποντα. 

 Guard and shelter me, who am 
entrusted to your guardianship, 
Guardian Angel, lest I fall into a 
dark sin of any kind. The Lord 
who loves all humanity assigns 
your kind to each believer at the 
time of their baptism as their 
guardian. And therefore entreat 
Christ our God, and guard me the 
believer, as the servant of God. 



THE EPISTLE– Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-6 

Ας κρατήσουμε, λοιπόν, σταθερά την 
πίστη που ομολογούμε. Γιατί έχουμε 
μέγαν αρχιερέα –τον Ιησού, τον Υιό 
του Θεού– που έφτασε ως το θρόνο 
του Θεού. Δεν έχουμε αρχιερέα που 
να μην μπορεί να συμμεριστεί τις 
αδυναμίες μας. Αντίθετα, έχει 
δοκιμαστεί σε όλα, επειδή έγινε 
άνθρωπος σαν κι εμάς, χωρίς όμως να 
αμαρτήσει. Ας πλησιάσουμε, λοιπόν, 
με θάρρος το θρόνο της χάριτος του 
Θεού, για να μας σπλαχνιστεί και να 
μας δωρίσει τη χάρη του, την ώρα 
που τη χρειαζόμαστε. Κάθε αρχιερέας 
που προέρχεται από ανθρώπους, 
εγκαθίσταται για να υπηρετεί το Θεό 
για χάρη τους και για να προσφέρει 
δώρα και θυσίες για τις αμαρτίες 
τους. Είναι σε θέση να δείχνει ανοχή 
σ’ όσους ζουν στην άγνοια και στην 
πλάνη, αφού κι ο ίδιος έχει 
ανθρώπινες αδυναμίες. Εξαιτίας τους 
είναι υποχρεωμένος να προσφέρει, 
όπως για το λαό, έτσι και για τον 
εαυτό του, θυσίες για τη συγχώρηση 
των αμαρτιών. Επίσης, κανένας δεν 
παίρνει μόνος του αυτή την τιμή, 
αλλά όταν τον καλέσει ο Θεός, όπως 
ακριβώς κάλεσε τον Ααρών. Έτσι κι 
ο Χριστός, δεν τίμησε ο ίδιος τον 
εαυτό του με το αξίωμα του 
αρχιερέα, αλλά του το έδωσε εκείνος 
που του είπε: 
Εσύ είσαι ο Υιός μου, εγώ σήμερα σε 
γέννησα. Σ’ ένα άλλο σημείο η 
Γραφή λέει: Εσύ είσαι ιερέας για 
πάντα όπως ο Μελχισεδέκ. 

 Brethren, since we have a high priest 

who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast 

our confession. For we have not a 

high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

one who in every respect has been 

tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

Let us then with confidence draw 

near to the throne of grace, that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. For every high 

priest chosen from among men is 

appointed to act on behalf of men in 

relation to God, to offer gifts and 

sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently 

with the ignorant and wayward, since 

he himself is beset with weakness. 

Because of this he is bound to offer 

sacrifice for his own sins as well as 

for those of the people. And one does 

not take the honor upon himself, but 

he is called by God, just as Aaron 

was. So also Christ did not exalt 

himself to be made a high priest, but 

was appointed by him who said to 

him, "Thou art my Son, today I have 

begotten thee"; as he says also in 

another place, "Thou art a priest for 

ever, after the order of Melchizedek."  



Ο Ιησούς κάλεσε τότε τον κόσμο 
μαζί με τους μαθητές και τους είπε: 
«Όποιος θέλει να με ακολουθήσει, ας 
απαρνηθεί τον εαυτό του, ας 
σηκώσει το σταυρό του κι ας με 
ακολουθεί. Γιατί όποιος θέλει να 
σώσει τη ζωή του θα τη χάσει· όποιος 
όμως χάσει τη ζωή του εξαιτίας μου 
και εξαιτίας του ευαγγελίου, αυτός 
θα τη σώσει. Τι θα ωφεληθεί ο 
άνθρωπος, αν κερδίσει ολόκληρο τον 
κόσμο αλλά χάσει τη ζωή του; Τι 
μπορεί να δώσει ο άνθρωπος 
αντάλλαγμα για τη ζωή του; Όποιος, 
ζώντας μέσα σ’ αυτή τη γενιά την 
άπιστη κι αμαρτωλή, ντραπεί για 
μένα και για τη διδασκαλία μου, θα 
ντραπεί γι’ αυτόν και ο Υιός του 
Ανθρώπου, όταν έρθει με όλη τη 
λαμπρότητα του Πατέρα του, μαζί με 
τους αγίους αγγέλους». Τους έλεγε 
ακόμη ο Ιησούς: «Σας βεβαιώνω πως 
υπάρχουν μερικοί ανάμεσα σ’ αυτούς 
που βρίσκονται εδώ, οι οποίοι δε θα 
γευτούν το θάνατο, πριν δουν να 
έρχεται δυναμικά η βασιλεία του 
Θεού».  

 The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to 

come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me. 

For whoever would save his life will 

lose it; and whoever loses his life for 

my sake and the gospel's will save it. 

For what does it profit a man, to gain 

the whole world and forfeit his life? 

For what can a man give in return for 

his life? For whoever is ashamed of 

me and my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of him will the 

Son of man also be ashamed, when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with 

the holy angels." And he said to them, 

"Truly, I say to you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death 

before they see the kingdom of God 

come with power."  

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 



Sunday, March 15 

• 8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy (MC) 
• 9:15am Sunday School 
• 6pm Solemn Vespers for the Vicariate of the North Suburban Chicago (Sts. Peter & Paul, 

Glenview)  

Monday, March 16 

• 9am Philoptochos Dream Team Baking (kitchen) 
• 6pm Great Compline 
• 6pm Faith (Kindergarten - 2nd Grade) Youth Night (begins with Great Compline) 
• 7pm March Finance Committee 

This Week at St. John the Baptist  

Saturday, March 21 

• 11am Pythagoras Greek School Independence Day Program 
• 9am Ellinomatheia 
• 5pm Great Vespers (MC) 

Sunday , March 22 

• 8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy (MC) 
• 9:15am Sunday School 
• 12pm Pasta for a Purpose following Divine Liturgy 
• 1pm BAPTISM of:   Ioanna      Parents: Renaldo Jovani & Leonora Mema  
             Godparent: Margarita Kreka 

Wednesday, March 18 

• 10am Martha & Mary Women’s Study Group 
• 4:30pm Greek Immersion Program 
• 6pm 9th Hour & PreSanctified Liturgy followed by:  

   Lenten Dinner (hosted by Pythagoras Greek School) &  
   Lenten Lecture Series (speakers: Georgia Katsis & Joanna Christopoulos;  
   (Topic: Building Together: In Faith, In Language, In Culture) 

Thursday, March 19 

• 9am Philoptochos Dream Team Baking (kitchen) 
• 7pm Guardian Angel School Board Meeting 

Tuesday, March 17 

• 9am PreSanctified Liturgy St. Alexios Man of God (MC) 
• 6pm Philoptochos Board Meeting 
• 7pm Parish Council Meeting 

Friday, March 20 

• 9am PreSanctified Liturgy (MC) 
• 10am Meal Prep for Feed My Neighbor & 5pm Curbside Pickup 
• 5pm Catechumen Class 
• 7pm Salutations to the Theotokos 4th Stanza (GAC) 



Jr. Olympics Coaches Needed:  We are in 
need of coaches for Jr. Olympics! If you 
are interested in coaching, please email 
Pericles Petropulos at 
athletics@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org and let 
him know which sport and age group you 
would be interested in.  

Calling all Altar Boys/Acolytes from 
1996-2026:  We will host a reunion on 
the Sunday of St Mary of Egypt. 
(March 29th) of the many generations of 
altar boys who served during Fr. John’s 
ministry from 1996 to 2026, allowing 
them to stand together in the altar and 
participate in the Divine Liturgy 
as one body. We hope this will be a 
meaningful opportunity to honor 
Fr. John’s pastoral legacy and celebrate 
three decades of faithful service. If 
interested, please contact Nick Kladis. 
(312) 848-963, nickladis123@gmail.com 

Visit the Church Website Under Around 
the Metropolis and beyond for more 
information on the following: 

• Illinois Pro-Life March 
• Outdoor Orthodoxy - A Hike with the 

Saints 
 
 

Community Focus 
Find more info on these events on the church website. 

A Message about Stewardship 

“A different pattern of 
behavior is exhibited by a 
small number of people 

who are pleasing to 
God.  They have become the masters of 
their own wealth.  And they have used 
it, as if it were their faithful slave, to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, to 

free the debtors who are insolvent and 
in prison.  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job, 
Joseph, David acted like this.  Money 

was not the master of these people; they 
were the masters of their money. ” 

St. Philoxenus  

It is the season for us to renew our 
commitment as part of the New Creation in 
Christ and as Stewards of St. John the 
Baptist.   
 
If you haven’t already, please review the 
invitation sent by mail or follow the QR code.  
 

mailto:athletics@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
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Mon, 16 Tues, 17 Wed, 18 Thurs, 19 Fri, 20 Sat, 21 

Sabine of Egypt, 
Christodulus of 
Patmos 

Alexios the Man 
of God, Patrick 
of Ireland 

Cyril Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, Trophimos 
& Eukarpion 

Chrysanthus & Daria, 
Demetrios the New 
Martyr 

Fathers slain at the 
Monastery of St. 
Savas 

James the Confessor, 
Thomas Patriarch of 
Constantinople 

 Saints Commemorated this Week 

Jr. Olympics 

Registration is 

going live after 

Divine Liturgy 

today! 


