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SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS 
 

SYNAXIS OF ARCHANGEL GABRIEL, 

26 MARTYRS IN CRIMEA 

Come and See the Risen Lord 
Join us each Sunday morning for Orthros/Matins                   
from 8:30-9:45am, conducted in Greek & English. 
Please use the Orthros Binders located in the narthex. 
Proper attire is required during church services. 

Today is the first day of the week, an opportunity to  
offer the first fruits of your weekly labors to the Lord.  

A tray for your gifts is located in the narthex.   

ENTRANCE HYMN 
         
          
 
   Come let us worship and bow down before Christ. Son of God, 
who rose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLITIKION 
     Ἐξ ὕψους κατῆλθες ὁ εὔσπλαγχνος, ταφὴν κατεδέξω 
τριήμερον, ἵνα ἡμᾶς ἐλευθερώσῃς τῶν παθῶν. Ἡ ζωὴ καὶ ἡ 
Ἀνάστασις ἡμῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι.  
   You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and 
condescended to be buried for three days, so that from the passions 
You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O Lord, glory be to 
You.   

FESTAL APOLITIKION 
   Ταῖς τῶν δακρύων σου ῥοαῖς, τῆς ἐρήµου τὸ ἄγονον 
ἐγεώργησας, καὶ τοῖς ἐκ βάθους στεναγµοῖς, εἰς ἑκατὸν τοὺς 
πόνους ἐκαρποφόρησας, καὶ γέγονας φωστὴρ τῇ οἰκουµένῃ, 
λάµπων τοῖς θαύµασιν· Ἰωάννη Πατὴρ ἡµῶν ὅσιε, πρέσβευε 
Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἠµῶν.  
   With the rivers of your tears you made the barren desert bloom; 
and with your sighs from deep within, you made your labors bear 
their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star, illuminating the 
world by your miracles, O John, our devout father. Intercede with 
Christ our God, for the salvation of our souls.  
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  The memory of the just is blessed, and the witness of the Lord shall 
be sufficient for you, O Forerunner, for you were shown forth as 
more venerable than the prophets, and found worthy to baptize in 
the waters Him, Whom you proclaimed. Therefore, you were a 
champion for the truth, and pleased to bring the good tidings, even 
to those in Hades: that God made manifest in the flesh, taking away 
the sins of the world and granting us great mercy.   

KONTAKION 
   Τῇ ὑπερμάχῳ στρατηγῷ τὰ νικητήρια, Ὡς λυτρωθεῖσα τῶν 
δεινῶν εὐχαριστήρια, Ἀναγράφω σοι ἡ Πόλις σου Θεοτόκε.Ἀλλʼ 
ὡς ἔχουσα τὸ κράτος ἀπροσμάχητον, Ἐκ παντοίων με κινδύνων 
ἐλευθέρωσον, Ἵνα κράζω σοι· Χαῖρε νύμφη ἀνύμφευτε. 
   O Champion General, to you belongs our prize of victory! And 
since you saved us from adversity, we offer you our thanks. We are 
your people, O Mother of God! So, as you have that invincible 
power, continue to deliver us from danger that we may cry out to 
you: Hail O Virgin and Bride ever pure! 

EPISTLE READING  
      
          
          
         

           
           
         
             
         
            
       
           
          
            
           
         
          
           
         
           
             
        
Hebrews 6:13-20  
Brethren, for when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had 
no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, saying, 
“Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, 
having patiently endured, obtained the promise.  Men indeed swear 
by a greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final 
for confirmation.  So when God desired to show more convincingly 
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his 
purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that through two unchange-
able things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we 
who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize 
the hope set before us.  We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor 
of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the 
curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having 
become a high priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 

GOSPEL READING 
      
           
            
              
             
            
           
             
             
            
            
            
            
              
          
            
          
           
              
          
           
              
           
         
             
            
           
         
           
           
         
           
            
           
         
Mark 9:17-31 
At that time, one of the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought 
my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes him, 

WHY ICONOGRAPHY?  
 

 “The Icon is a song of triumph, and a revelation, 
and an enduring monument to the victory of the 

Saints and the disgrace of the demons.”  
St. John of Damascus  

STEWARDSHIP WISDOM 
“Give freely and become more wealthy; be 

stingy and lose everything.  The generous will 

prosper; those who refresh others will 

themselves be refreshed.”    Proverbs 11:24-25  

http://www.stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
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 Mon, 27 

Matrona of 
Thessaloniki,  
Paul Bishop of Corinth 

Tues, 28 

Hilarion the New, 
Herodion of the 70 

Wed, 29 

Mark Bishop of 
Arethusa,  
Cyril the Deacon 

Thurs, 30 
The Great Canon of         
St. Andrew of Crete, 
John Climacus 

Fri, 31 
Hypatios the Wonderworker, 
Innocent, Enlightener of 
Siberia & Alaska 

Sat, 1 

Mary of Egypt, 
Gerontios & 
Vasilides 

    Saints Commemorated This Week 

it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes 
rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not 
able.”  And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long 
am I to be with you?  How long am I to bear with you?  Bring him 
to me.”  And they brought the boy to him; and when the spirit saw 
him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground 
and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.  And Jesus asked his 
father, “How long has he had this?”  And he said, “From 
childhood.  And it has often cast him into the fire and into the 
water, to destroy him; but if you can do anything, have pity on us 
and help us.”  And Jesus said to him, “If you can!  All things are 
possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child 
cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”  And when Jesus 
saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, 
come out of him, and never enter him again.  “And after crying out 
and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a 
corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.”  But Jesus took 
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.  And when he had 
entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could 
we not cast it out?”  And he said to them, “This kind cannot be 
driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.”  They went on from 
there and passed through Galilee.  And he would not have any one 
know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will 
kill him; and when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 

Today’s Memorials 
40-day: Sophia Goularas 
40-day: Andreas Vasilakos 
6-mo: Nicholas Bolos 
3-yr: Anna Kondilis 

Calendar of Events 
Sunday .................................................................. March 26 

8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy 
9:15am Sunday School 
2pm Greek Parade on Halsted 

Monday ................................................................. March 27 

5:30pm Great Compline followed by potluck dinner, 
fellowship and a presentation by Fr. John with the theme of: 
“Contemporary Lessons from the Life of St. Mary of Egypt.” 

Tuesday ................................................................. March 28 

7pm Parish Council Meeting 
7pm GOYA Meeting 

Wednesday ........................................................... March 29 

4:30pm Wednesday Greek School  
6:00pm 9th Hour & Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy 
followed by Lenten Potluck meal sponsored by the Guardian 
Angel Orthodox Day School 

Thursday............................................................... March 30 

5:15pm Great Compline and Canon of St. Andrew 

Friday .................................................................... March 31 

9:00am Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy 
7:00pm Akathist Hymn 

Saturday ................................................................... April 1 

9:00am Greek School  
9am GAODS Strategic Plan Presentation 
12pm Pan-Orthodox Choir Practice 
6pm Great Vespers  
7pm Trivia Night 

Sunday ...................................................................... April 2 

8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy 
9:15am Sunday School 

Community Focus 
Jr. Olympics registration: Visit the Athletics link in the parish 

website or email youthministry@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org.  
Palm Sunday Bake Sale Bakers Wanted! Can you bake, donate 

ingredients or assemble orders? See the flyer on the church 
website. Contact the chairs: Pat Kladis 847-682-3915, Vickie 
Syreggelas vickiesyreggelas@hotmail.com or Vivi Topalis              
847-927-8982.  

Golden Agers Making Palms on Friday, April 7.  A light Lenten 
lunch will be provided. Join us! 

Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos Lenten Retreat 2023: Sat 
4/1 9am to 1:30pm at St. Athanasios, Aurora. Seeking Peace and 
Love in an Anxious and Confusing World. 

Philoptochos Palm Sunday Bake Sale: Order baked goodies for 
Pascha: Kourabiedes, koulourakia, tiropitakia, red eggs and 
more. Lenten sweets also available. Order due by April 2. Order 
online at stjohnthebaptistgoc.org/philoptochos or pick up an 
order form at the church. 

Holy Friday Retreat: Theme: Whose Will Be Done? Jesus in 
Gethsemane. Holy Friday, April 14. Registration link will be 
available next week. Volunteers also needed.  Please email:  
sundayschool@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org. 

Congratulations to all the Participants of the St. John 
Chrysostom Oratorical and Fine Arts Festival for making this 
year's Oratorical festival such a success. They shared their Faith 
within all categories of Oratory, Essay, Poetry, Iconography 
and Vocal Chant. Visit the church website for further details. 
Also, congratulations to the representatives of our parish to the 
Metropolis Oratorical Festival that will be held at Ascension of 
Our Lord in Lincolnshire, IL on Saturday April 29, 2023. 

The Hellenic Foundation has been caring for our community 
since 1953. Our Senior Care Services: Are you looking for a 
caregiver for a loved one? Are you currently caring for a senior 
family member?  We are hiring! We have job opportunities 
with competitive rates and benefits. Contact us today!                      
773-631-5222 or visit:  hellenicfoundation.org.  
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