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With the faith of angels a church is built

By Fr. John Chakos
As posted on The Word from Guatemala

“Solomon, I have outdone thee,” were the words
spoken by Justinian the Great in the 6th century as he
beheld the awe-inspiring beauty of his newly rebuilt
cathedral of the Holy Wisdom of God — St. Sophia
in Constantinople. Since
that time, Orthodox
Christian churches have
endeavored to replicate
elements of that same
classical design.

Usually built at great
expense, towering cathe-
drals were prominently
situated in the great
centers of earthly power
and prestige throughout
the inhabited world. How
then, one might ask, can
a little known Guatemalan village, with the famous
name of Los Angeles, qualify for such a lofty honor?

Indeed, there could be no two places in the world
further apart in terms of development. Up until a few
years ago, the only way to enter the once war-torn re-
gion of Ixcan, where the village of Los Angeles is lo-
cated, was by plane or helicopter. Today, however, we
can access Los Angels by first traveling along the bor-
der between Mexico and Guatemala, then crossing a
border bridge onto a red dirt road, barely wide enough
for one car. A bumpy three-kilometer roller-coaster
ride of twists and turns through a dense jungle, burned

Father John & Presbytera Chakos (left) and Father John & Presbytera
Rallis (right) stand in front of the iconostasis of the new church.

in sections to create farm land and animal pasture,
brings us to our destination. Only six years ago [ made
this same trip by a different route, through lush green
mountains with Fr. Andres Giron, the church’s found-
er, and Fr. Evangelos Pata, its pastor. Upon arrival,

we climbed a steep, muddy path to the entrance of the
little church, a humble structure of slightly separated
wooden slats and a rusty
metal roof. The dirt floor
reeked with the welcoming
fragrance of pine needles
and wild flowers. On that
day, I could never have
imagined that my eyes
would see the building that
exists today — a magnifi-
cent cruciform and domed
structure, rivaling in size
and quality of construc-
tion and grandeur many of
our Orthodox churches in
America. How could such a miracle of resilient faith,
human resolve and ingenuity manifest itself in such a
remote location, known for its oppressive heat, tor-
rential rains and flooding, difficult access and limited
resources? Here there were no road signs, gas stations,
hardware stores or sanitary facilities. The only scaf-
folding available was makeshift structures of wood
harvested from the nearby forest and nailed precari-
ously together for support. And yet, to the amazement
of all, an ambitious building project, which began

Continued on Page 2
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from a simple sketch nine months ago on August 18th, is now a
completed and consecrated Orthodox church. It now will celebrate
the feast day of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist and Forerunner
on June 24th, intentionally chosen to coincide with and in honor of
the ordination day of Father Andres Giron to the holy priesthood. The
impetus to build the church began some four years ago with a gener-
ous offer of sponsorship from Fr. John Rallis of St. John the Baptist
Church in Des Plaines, Illinois.

Through his encouragement and support, together with the archi-
tectural expertise of George Prosiliakos, possible sites for the project
were evaluated. Fr. Evangelos Pata, the itinerant priest for many of
the Orthodox communities in the region, knowing the pulse of the
people in Los Angeles, gave his approval, as this community showed
great zeal in establishing their community as a center for Orthodoxy
that would also reach
out to its neighbors and
beyond. Even with such
a strong recommenda-
tion, no one could have
believed that a small, but
dedicated core group of
basically unskilled la-
borers with some outside
help from their neigh-
bors could accomplish
so great a feat. Thus the
humble village of Los
Angeles, “among the
least” in the land of the
Mayans, has become the
forerunner in our collab-
oration with those who
would embrace Christ
through the “One, Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic
faith.” While the church
in Ixcan may never rival
St. Sophia in its scope and size, the awe-inspiring achievement of the
humble people of Los Angeles will certainly resound until the Second
Coming to the glory of God. Acknowledgement must also be given to
His Eminence Archbishop Athenagoras, for his blessing and encour-
agement, as well as to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center and the
Ancient Christian Foundation for their generous support. Many have
been the angels that have prepared the way of the Lord, enabling the
parish of St. John the Baptist to call the people of Ixcan to repentance

From: https://www.thewordfromguatemala.com/2018/04/29/with-the-faith-
of-angels-a-church-is-built/
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Library Minisiry

by the Library Ministry

During the weeks after Paska we celebrate these feast
days:

Saturday of All Souls
May 26,2018

This Saturday is dedicated to all those who have
departed in Christ and are awaiting the final judge-
ment day. We have memorial services in our Church
to pray for those who are awaiting final judgement.
During the Memorial Service, prayers are offered for
the departed. Prayer unifies us all.

Fellow Christians who have lived and died since
the coming of Christ have no one to offer Memorial
Services and pray for them. Therefore, our Church
has set aside three
Saturday services
(before and during
Lent and before Pen-
tecost) for the depart-
ed who served Christ
but are unknown to
us. We offer prayers
for those unknown
Christians and for
our loved ones who
have passed on. The
reading of the names
is an important part of the Memorial Service. Each
of the faithful writes the first names of those in their
family or friends who have died. These names are
given to the Priest who prays, “For the ever-memora-
ble servant of God(name) for his repose, tranquility
and blessed memory, let us pray to the Lord”.
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Pentecost
May 27. 2018

This feast day is the birthday of the Church. The word
Pentecost means fiftieth.

Right before Christ ascended into Heaven on the
fortieth day after His Resurrection, He promised the
disciples that soon the power of the Holy Spirit would
be with them and give them spiritual strength to de-
liver the message of Christ throughout the world.

On the fiftieth day after Pascha, the disciples were
gathered together and suddenly a great sound from
Heaven rushed through the room like a mighty wind.
Then the miracle happened. Great tongues of fire were
seen over each of the disciples’ heads. This was the
power of the Holy Spirit in
fulfillment of the promise
which Christ had given
them.

The disciples spoke in
tongues of every language
spreading the Word of
Christ. Over 3000 people
became Christians as they
heard the message of Christ
in their own native languag-
es.

During the Divine Liturgy on Pentecost, the
faithful take part in the “service of kneeling”. Prayers
about the miracle of Pentecost are read. It is during
this time of keeling and praying, that the faithful ask
for the power of the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts and
give us spiritual strength to live our lives in accor-
dance with the will of God.

“Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up
and keep us, O God, in Your grace”.

Feast Day of All Saints
June 3. 2018

The Sunday after Pente-
cost Sunday is dedicated to All
Saints. The Church has set aside
this Sunday to celebrate all
Saints, famous and great, and
those whose lives and dedi-
cation to God are known and
unknown to us. On this feast
day, we celebrate the memory
of all Saints, Prophets, Martyrs, Confessors, Clergy,
teachers, pious individuals of all ages who spent their
lives glorifying God in their deeds and thoughts.

Reference: Poulos, George Rev., Lives of the Saints
and Major Feast days, 1974.
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Sloth - Despondency
By Jim Kandilas

The warfare against the passions must go on daily.
Call upon the Lord with all your heart to help you.

Ask Him to strike the enemies who fight against you.

And may the great Physician completely heal you.

Do not feel that you will never be redeemed.

From the enormous waves of thoughts and passions.
The Tempter will visit you with all sorts of thoughts
and reflections.

But great will be the gifts that God will you in antic-
ipations.

Do not think that things are going to get worse.
Never feel that God will abandon you.

It is true that passions rise against His saints.

And your life will not be free of sadness and pains.

Satan will defeat you with doubt, fear, and that God
will have no mercy on you.

Arm yourself against the spirit of ingratitude and
blasphemy.

Pray that the Lord will not allow to be tempted be-
yond your strength.

So you can withstand everything with gratitude and
strength.

Do not despair and fall into the snares of the enemy.
Trust in God’s mercy and strengthen yourself by
faith.

Do not let the Devil choke your soul with slothful-
ness.

But discover the God’s fullness and greatness.

KAdiw yia to Karavrnua pag
Anuntpng Kavéniag

‘E€m n @Oon ewvot moyouévn kot £xel toovytepd KpLvo.
Méca 6ta omitio fLog KaOOUAGTE OVOUTOVTIKA GTOV
KOVOTE [LOGC.

Kémoiotl oteyotl ToAypévorl pe epnuepideg ewvat

SO UEVOL KOl TEVOGUEVOL.

Ko pe ta OAPepd pdtio tovg etvort endve pog
KOPPOLLEVOL.

Amo 10 TOpaOdLPO LG YVOVTEDOLLE TNV POGT Vo 0AAGLEL
QOpPEC1A.

Modikég abmeg avapvioelg Tpograbovy vo epmodicovy
™V O6paoT oG,

Al 00 TEG OL AVOUVIGELG TOV TToPpeADOVTOG TEPVODV 0TO
UTPOCTA.

Kot pog ovppoviedovy to ayadd e KaAmonyng vo unv
gvat HEGO HoG KAELOTAL.

To PAéppaTo TG WYOYNG LG 0V PAETOVY TTEPQ POKPLAL.
ToMyuévol péca oty (E0TOGIH TOV EYOKEVTIPIGHOD KOl
g adlopopiag.

Agv BAémovpe TOL GLVOVOPOTOL oG TNV APOPTTO
KaKovyia.

Ddofopacte unv ayyi&el kot Aep@GEL TNV UATOLOL LOG
EVTLYLOL.

H xoloonvn, ayomn, Kot griavOporio e TopomoverEva
péTia,

Moig Ko1td{ovV Kol (oG EKATOPOUV Vo, SIOEOVLLE TNV
adapopia.

Mmnopovpe va fondncovpe. Agv T0 KAVOULLLE, OAAL LLOVO
TOPOATIPOVLLE.

K\aipe yio 10 katdvince pog Kot OpmG aAloyn dgv
EMYEPOVLLE.

O fA10¢ TG aydmng dSuokoAeveTal va TPoPAAEL amo Ta
GOVVEQQ NG 0d1POPiag.

[penet va S10EOLLLE TNV OKIVIGIOL LOG GUVIGTA 1)
GULVELONOIG MO,

No unv Kiéyovpe mote Eova yio Ty amovOpomid Log.
Kot va pépovpe micm v erhavporio oty Tpénovca
TPOYLYL LLOG.
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Photos by Peter Stamatis
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|IOCC News

Inspired by faith, driven by purpose

by Eva Economy

Annual IOCC Pan-Orthodox Grand Banquet and Silent Auction

A glorious spring evening was a fitting backdrop for the Annual IOCC Pan-Orthodox Grand Banquet
and Silent Auction held at Café la Cave on April 26. Over three hundred IOCC supporters were regaled by a
dozen renditions of “Christ is Risen” before the edifying program began. The highlight of the evening was the
keynote address by our newly enthroned Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago. His enthusiasm for IOCC was
palpable as he informed attendees that the global humanitarian work of IOCC is known throughout Washington
D.C. and at the United Nations.

Give for Greece exceeded the $1million goal!

In October 2017, IOCC announced a $1 million matching challenge for projects in Greece—a gift from the
Jaharis Family Foundation, Inc. The foundation challenged IOCC to raise $1 million in donations for [OCC’s
Give for Greece program, offering to match gifts up to that amount dollar for dollar. IOCC issued the call, and
friends of IOCC responded. From October 2017 through February 2018 $1.2 million was collected to help peo-
ple in need in Greece: families, farmers, small businesses, refugees, schoolchildren, and more.

Projects in Greece, implemented in partnership with Apostoli, the humanitarian organization of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of Athens, offer sustainable access to safe and nutritious food for children, families,
and the elderly, and provide relief to refugees. The funds from this match will further the work IOCC has been
doing over the past five years to address critical health and nutritional needs emerging in Greece, support the
development of agricultural cooperatives that provide jobs and food, and offer educational programs for stu-
dents from low-income families.

Your support for [OCC’s efforts in Greece will help provide fresh food, supplemental food assistance,
medical aid, support for agricultural associations, refugee assistance, and other relief over the next two years,
benefitting an estimated 50,000 families throughout the country.

Although the match has ended, gifts for [OCC’s Greece program are still welcome.

Visit https://iocc.org/giveforgreece.

Two-year-old Electra sits patiently during and
exam by a volunteer doctor; at a free clinic in
Athens, Greece. She represents the face of the new
urban poor as many middle class families have lost
jobs, homes and access to basic health care during
the decade-long economic crisis. Thanks to IOCC,
vulnerable children like Electra can continue to
seek medical care.

Please visit IOCC.org to make a life-saving
donation.
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SUMMER 2018 HOME BUILD TEAMS

I0OCC’s Orthodox Home Build teams support long-term recovery after disasters, because communities
affected by these catastrophes often face great need long after the crisis has passed.

As a home build volunteer, you can help families rebuild! Work usually starts 6-12 months after a di-
saster, and IOCC teams sometimes keep coming back for years, depending on the need. These home build
teams are often in partnership with organizations such as Habitat for Humanity or Disaster Recovery Support
Initiative (DRSI).

Requirements:

*  You don’t need to be skilled — just energet-

ic!

* You must be at least 16 years old. Youth

ages 16 and 17 must be accompanied by
a parent, legal guardian, or an adult with
power-of-attorney.

Your commitment as a home build volunteer:

*  You must provide your own transportation to/from the build city.

Included in volunteer contribution costs:

» All local transportation, housing, food, equipment, and site supervision.

Location Arrival/Departure Airport Cost Availability
Houston, TX June 11-16 Houston, TX $450 Open
Houston, TX July 16-21 Houston, TX $450 Open
Houston, TX July 23-28 Houston, TX $450 Open
Houston, TX August 13-18 Houston, TX $450 Open

More details about each location will be communicated upon registration. In the meantime, if you have ques-
tions about a specific build or builds in general, please reach out to Dan Christopulos, US Country Represen-
tative at usprograms@iocc.org or (667) 401-7989.

LOOKING AHEAD

Please save the date for the 12th Annual IOCC Chicago 5K Walk/Run, Saturday, September 29th, beginning
at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church along stunning Lake Michigan.

ON-GOING
Consider a unique and life-changing gift from IOCC. Honor a loved-one on their birthday, feast-day,
Mother’s Day or Father’s Day by purchasing an on-line gift from IOCC.org.
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logts gather as a church family
to Weleome

{rehbishop Pemetrios,

And
Metropolitan Nathanagl

And welecome the
participants and familigs

Of the 35"™ Annual

National Oratorical
Festival

sunday, Jung 10, 2018
Sl. John the Baptist ~ Great Hall
Immedialely following theg Piving lsiturgy
Adults $25.00 ~ Children 2-12 $10.00
Reservations: Maria mk.70@holmail.com / 847-331-8633
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IT IS WITH GREAT JOY AND GRATITUDE TO GOD
THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE

St Grade

(GRADUATION

for Guardian Angel Orthodox Day School
THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018 AT 6:30 PM

In the Guardian Angel Chapel
at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
Dinner to follow in the Great Hall

Please RSVP no later than
Friday, June 1 to frontdesk @ gaods.org or
or call 847.827.5519 ext. 104




ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
SUMMER CAMP

Summer Camp for Orthodox Christian youth!

+ AGES: Entering Pre-K (age 3) - 8th grade
+ WEEKS OF: June u1- July 23, 2018
+ DAYS: Choose between a 3- day (MWF) or 5-day per week option.

+ HOURS: gam - 3:30pm (before-care and after-care also available)

*The week of June 18 camp will run from 12pm - 3:30pm following Vacation Church School.

Registration packets available at the church office or online

For more information, call Dimitra Anderson (312. 498.1895) or Voula Prosiliakos (847.226.6365) or
email sjb.summercamp@gmail.com

"When your children are still small, you have to help them understand what is good.
That is the deepest meaning of life."
St. Paisios
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~__ FINPING YOUR VOICE IN THE
/ PSALMS

/ ;

Vacation (hurch School

Join us as we study the book of Psalms!

Challenge your mind & have fun with friends!

For children entering grades K - 8/

June 18th - 22np
9:30 am - 12:30 Pm

Please register by Sundav, June drd.
I‘.uru'r_}lm- the recisfrafion Lifde -{.”f-'-" I Diviie f..r.l"mé:'_m. i ponddel

Frory Nutses vnr emvad! af vickilombersicevahoocom

Thewe is no cost, but donations are graretidly aceepted. VOS T=shirts are
810 per T=slure ¢ you pay by Nunday May 277,
LW per Toshirt a",f Veate fraty by Noir f‘rJ_’ Trhe 3

820 prer Tishire o vou ey by the frostadaynf FCS (nns 1§

St. Johav the Baptist, Des Plainey




Registry of Sacraments

Baptisms

February 11th:

Baptized: Kyriakos

Parents: Konstantinos & Danielle
Douvikas

Sponsor: Kyriakos Douvikas

February 18th:

Baptized: Prophyrios

Parents: Nicholas & Elizabeth Kotis
Sponsors: Peter & Abby Vlahos

April 15th:
Baptized: Constantina
Parents: Louis & Georgette Pappas
Sponsors: Elena Karras &
Brianna Karras

April 15th:

Baptized: Georgia (Gia)

Parents: Louis & Georgette Pappas

Sponsors: John & Cindy
Plafoutzis

April 15th:

Baptized: loanna (Giulianna)
Parents: Louis & Georgette Pappas
Sponsors: Konstantina Letsos

April 21st:

Baptized: Athanasios

Parents: Bobby & Daisy Diniotis
Sponsors: Sotiria Colamussi

April 21st:

Baptized: Alexandros

Parents: Bobby & Daisy Diniotis
Sponsors: Sophia Crespo

Weddings

April 21st
Jacob McWherter &
Demetra Pappas
Sponsor: Todd & Heather Soulias

Funerals

January 10th: Katherine (Kay) Duros

January 15th: Gust John
Kouretsos

January 22nd: Panagiota
(Pamela) Domas

February 9th: James (Jim) Pappas

February 16th: George Parras

March 2nd: Angelo Psyhogios

March 26th: Louis G. Chechopoulos
March 27th: Harriet (Hariklia) Mar-

garis
March 30th: Konstantinos Dallas

Prayer List

For any prayer concern (salvation, health,
employment, stress and anxieties, etc.)
please send baptismal names only to
stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
We may not be able to help others mate-
rially or medically, but God does hear our
prayers and always asks us to pray for each
other and so build up the Body of Christ
(Eph. 4:11-16).

For health and stability in the work place:
Angelo, Chrysanthy and family, Chris, Helen, and
family, Mary Ellen and family, James and family,
Eudoxia, Paraskevi, Maria, Panagiotis, Hristos
For guidance: Ekaterini, Renee, John, Angela
For peace: Maria, Karen, Ropalo, Stavroula,
Christoforos

To let go of anger: Petros, loannis, Angela, John,
Angela, Georgia, loannis, Evagelia

For health: Christos, Penelope, Theofani,
Basilios, Thanasios

For healing of an illness: Helen, Mary Ellen,
Angeline, Mary, Bill, Katherine, George,
Athanasios, Tom, Makrina, Eric, Scott, Veronika,
Nicoletta, Nicholas, Helen, George, Judy, Elaine,
Nicoletta, Anastasios, Aristidis, Mary Ellen, Mary,
and Ioanna

For spiritual edification: Michael, James, Helen,
Cynthia, Lillian.

For spiritual guidance: Veronika, Alexander,
John, loannis, Evagelia

For faith and hope: Evagelia

For good health and recovery from illness:
Christopher

For general well-being: Tom, Anne, Helen,
Lillian, Katherine, Mary, Lillian, Carol, Angeline,
Mary, Chris, Frank, Anna

For health and well-being: Dennis, Mary, Lilly,
Philip, Carol, Judy, Anne, and Helen, Dimitri,
Georgia, Christina, Emily, Irene

For heart health: Stiljan

For illness and surgery: Judy, Mary Ellen,
Phillip, Carol, Johnny, Alexandra, Austin,
Panayiota, Mary, Makrina, George, Judy, Mary,
Joan For health: Judy, Anne, Chrysanthy, Helen,
Mary, losefia, Dean and Helen (cancer), Sophie,
Stafford, Ekaterini

For illness and survival of world
circumstances: Mary Ellen, Jennie, Helen,
George/family, Judy, Christ, Mary

For forgiveness: John, Angela, loannis, Evagelia
For battling cancer: Stavros, Dimitri
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Sunday

June 3

8:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy
12:00am VCS Meeting

Sunday of All Saints
St. Athanasios the
Wonderworker

July 1
8:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy

Six Week Calendar <June 3 - July 14, 2017

Monday

July 2

8:00am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy
9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Tuesday

July 3

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Wednesday

June 13

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Martyr Aquilina
St. Triphyllos

June 20

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp
9:30am 1:00pm
Vacation Church School
7:00pm GAODS School
Board Meeting

Hieromartyr Methodios
Father Callistus

June 27

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

7:00pm Metropolis
Camp Meeting

St. Samsone
Joanna the Myrrhbearer

July 4

Office Closed

St. Andrew the

Thursday

July 5

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Friday

June 8
6:00pm Paraklesis
6:30pm Natl Oratorical

Dinner & Event

Relics of Theodore
Stratelates
Martyr Kalliope

June 15

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Prophet Amos
Father Hieronymus

June 22

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp
9:30am 1:00pm

Vacation Church School

Hieromartyr Eusebius
Sts Zenon and Zena

June 29

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Sts. Peter and Paul

July 6
9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Saturday

July 7

8:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy
6:00pm Great Vespers

Sts. Cosmas & Theotokos Vlahemas Martyr Hyacinth & Hymnographer St. Sisoés the Great
Damian (Robe of the Theotokos) Companions St. Martha, Mother of St. Athanasius of Athos Sts. Archippus, St. Kyriaki
St. Anatolius Symeon Stylites St. Lampadus Philemon & Onesimos
July 8 July 9 July 10 July 11 July 12 July 13 July 14
8:30am Orthros & 9:00am - 3:30pm 9:00am - 3:30pm 8:30am Orthros & 9:00am - 3:30pm 6:00pm Great Vespers
.. . 9:00am - 3:30pm .. .
Divine Liturgy Summer Camp Summer Camp Divine Liturgy Summer Camp
Summer Camp . K
9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp
St. Procopius St. Pancratius GSrtea(t)ll\/IZI‘téfrilﬁge:}rll;a Synaxis of St. Joseph the Confessor
Theophilos the St. Dionysios 45 Martyrs of Nikopolis : gA, ogtles Archangel Gabriel St. Nicodemus
Myrrhbearer the Orator Bishop Gregory of Assa P St. Paisios of Mr. Athos Righteous Stephen the Righteous
Strict Fast Days Oil & Wine are permitted _
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