St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church -- Des Plaines, lllinois

theFOorerunner

June/July 2017

After the
Resurrection
and Beyond

By Fr. Athanasios Papagiannis
Associate Pastor

Christ Is Risen!

It’s amazing to contemplate the Lord’s movements
after his death. We believe, for example, that the
Lord did not ascend to Heaven after he died on Great
Friday. At that time, right after his physical death, the
Church states that the Lord descended into Hades so
that he could bring out the good souls.

After this visit into the lowest part of humanity,
the Lord still does not ascend intto the Kingdom. The
Church states that, in the time between the His Resur-
rection and Ascension, our Lord and Savior appeared
many times to His Disciples and eventually to hun-
dreds of others. In fact, the gospel records that there
were about five hundred witnesses to the Resurrected
Christ.

Just as forty days in the Church is an important
number and a period known for preparation, the forty
days the Lord spent on earth after his death was meant
to not only confirm his victory over death but to also
continue to teach those who followed Him.

St. Luke, for example, records that Christ appeared
to the disciples, “to whom he also presented himself
alive after his suffering by many infallible proofs, be-
ing seen by them during forty days and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” (Acts 1:3)

Christ spoke to the apostles and taught them many

things during this time; of the many lessons the dis-
ciples learned after the Resurrection, three are most
important for us to remember.

The first is that the Resurrected Lord appeared
with marks still visible on his body. When he appeared
to his disciples, our Lord went out of his way to show
them the marks of the nails. In doing so, he reminds us
that suffering can be redemptive. In other words, what
we go through in life can have some sort of value.

This lesson is lost in modern society because we
tend to abhor the idea of pain or suffering and do not
find any value in it. Suffering to do God’s will does,
indeed, have great value for our salvation. In fact,
when we read about the life of those who closely
followed Christ, we tend to see the appearance of
some sort of struggle. Suffering becomes a common
denominator among the disciples. And while the scars
remain, they are transformed.

Another lesson the Resurrected Christ teaches us
is a rather fascinating one. When the Lord appears to
the disciples, he displays a spiritualized body. In one
instance, he shows the Apostle Thomas the marks of
the nails and Thomas even puts his hand on these
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marks; in another instance he appears to the apostles even though the
doors were closed for fear of the Jews. How can these contrasting
images be explained? How can the Lord walk through a door and yet
show his apostles the marks of his hands? Is not his body a physical
one like ours is?

The explanation here is that the Lord did not have a fleshy body
but a spiritualized body. When he lived as a human being, the Lord
lived a particular way of life that allowed the soul to take precedence
over the body. The soul was strengthened to the point that it was able
to control the urges and desires of the body. This is the call for all of
us. When the soul takes its rightful claim, the body is tamed and it
follows the lead of soul.
In righteous people, the
body identified in the
soul its rightful master.
When this happens, the
body transforms from a
fleshy one to a spiritual-
ized one and the laws of
nature no longer apply to
us. This teaching is con-
firmed over and over by
the saints. Countless are
the miracles of the saints
who defy the limitations
we find ourselves in
when we enter into this
world.

Lastly, the Resur-
rected Lord reminds
humanity that God is
an unrepentant lover
of mankind, for when
the Lord states, “It is
finished” on the cross, he does not mean that his love for man or his
teaching is finished. It means that, his time on earth as a living human
being is finished. In many respects the greatest lessons for the disci-
ples are reserved after the Resurrection, where the disciples see first-
hand what happens to those who follow Christ. No other God from
any other religion exhibits this type of sacrifice and love for humanity.
This is why we rejoice so fervently this time of year.

May the joy of the Resurrected Lord continue to inspire us and
motivate us to draw closer to him.




lliness
By Jim Kandilas

Do not grow faint-hearted nor low-spirited.

Bear your illness patiently and bravely.

The Lord Himself is with you on each step of your
way.

Be glad that you walk with courage every day.

Do not despair. Endure your sickness courageously .

“ All things are possible unto the Lord.”

Say to Him from your inner closet of your heart.
And from His love and mercy He will never let you
depart.

Accept your illness, for the Lord crushes the old
sinful man.

He will surely send you consolation.

And he will give you peace and joy.

God gives you power, you so seldom employ.

Do not forget to render thanks to God,
After you granted recovery from illness.
Be thankful to Him for all tribulations.
And God will give you time for reflections.

In this beautiful Resurrection hymn we sing:
“Through the cross... let us ever bless the Lord.”
Healing through the cross reveals the wonders of the
life to come.

The fear and bitterness the light and peace will over-
come.

Avopia
AnunTteng Kavéniag

H Ayw I'pagn| avagépet: ©“ Kabévog mov mpdrtet v
opoptia,

npaTTeL kot TV avopia. Emedn n apaptio ewva avopio.”
H apoptio etvor 616106 TOV GElEL TV VTOGTAGL LLOG.
Kot emypmxdver v omo tov Ogd 0mocTast Log.

H vrepnopdvelo ta&1debovtog anepicKenTo oo Tov Vou
GTNV KOPOL0L LLOG.

[Hopovoialetl v Topafoin Tov veEapol aGMTOVL
TOPACTATIKG EUTPOG LLOGC.

Eykotaieingt 1o otopyikd omitt TNG 0pETNG Kot
a&loayamnng evdALOVING.

[potipd v ave&éreyitn elevbepia Kot avalnta 1o
dpopo g emnpiog

aovdooiag.

H avopia etvor n autio tng avtapsciog ko emovacToon
evavtio Tov Oo0.

H ayapiotia pog yo tig Tov @go guepyeaieg Eava
otavpavel Tov Kopio.

Ebvxola ko anepiokenta n apaptio dededlet Tig embopieg
Hag.

Kot n gherym g xowvaviag pe tov @gd mpoPdiet Tig
LIONTEG OOVVOLIES LLOG.

Nadg e Ociag Xapng evort avToG TOL ELVOL EVOLLEVOG LLE
Tov ®¢d,

Aéyer o Apyepapymg, Aytog I'pnydprog o ®goloyoc.

To otépa Ko 1 Kapdia vo evyaploTel Guyva Tov
TOANEVGTAYVO ATLiovpyo.

I va amo@vyovpe Tov dtafolov Tov averénto Stmyuo.

MnVv ap1VOULLE TOV EAVTOV OGS VO TPEYEL AYOAIVOTO.

O ¢6Pog kot cePacuoc Tpog otov Kuplov ctapotd tnv
opoptio.

H avoyn, n drepn ayonn, kot n eraavBporio tov Kupilov,
YUVTELOVV GTNV AVEYEPGT] EYKPATELNG KOL LETAVOTOG
emPAnTikov Knpiov.
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Feastdays and saints of May and June

by the Library Ministry

May 21
Saints Constantine and Helen

Constantine was the Emperor of the Roman Empire
in the 4th century. He issued the famous “Edict of Mi-
lan” which gave religious freedom to all Christians. His
mother, Helen visited and built many Churches in the Holy
Land. Among the famous shrines built by St. Helen were
the: (1) Church of the Holy
Sepulchre (built over the tomb
of Christ); (2) Church of the
Ascension on Mt. Oliver;(3)
Church of the Nativity in Beth-
lehem; (4) a monastery on Mt.
Sinai; (5) Church of Calvary;
(6) Church of the Holy Cross
(where St. Helen found the True
Cross of Christ. The title of
“Isapostles” which means equal
to the Apostles has been given
to St. Constantine and St. Helen because of their many
contributions to the Christian Faith.

May 23
Saint Michael the Confessor

He lived during the seventh century A.D. and became
Bishop of Synada in Asia Minor during the reign of Em-
peror Leo the Armenian. Leo
demanded the destruction of
all icons in Christian homes
and Churches. Michael re-
fused to burn the icons of the
Church and tried to persuade
the Emperor to give up his
persecution of Christians who
refused to destroy icons. Mi-
chael was exiled to a remote
area in the East for over 50
years and died on May 23. His
remains are entombed within the oldest monastery on Mt.
Athos, called “Agia Lavra.”

May 26
Saint Alexander, neomatryr of Salonika

In his youth, he had renounced his faith in Christ
and became a Moslem. After some time, he regretted this
decision and returned to his Christian Faith. The speech
delivered by St. Alexander, confessing his Faith in Christ,
has been recorded in the Church books as one of the finest
literary masterpieces ever delivered by a member of the

Christian religion. He confessed,
“l wish to return to the light of
Christ which has driven away all
darkness from my mind and soul.
I was born a Christian and now |
am ready to die as a Christian.”
St. Alexander was executed on
May 26 after his famous “Con-
fession of Faith”.

June 11
Miraculous Icon of The Blessed Virgin Mary Axion Esti
Axion Esti means “It is worthy to bless Thee, the
Virgin.” We commemorate the miracle which took place
over 1000 years ago, on June 11. Originally, the Axion
Esti hymn was sung with the words, “Thee that art more
honorable than the cherubim.”
As a groups of monks were
conducting an all night vigil
before the icons of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, they suddenly
noticed a monk whom they did
not recognize. This monk began
| to chant the hymn with the
| words, “Axion Esti so Alethos
Makarizin Se Tin Theotokon”
| which means, “It is very meet to
Bless thee, Theotokos the ever
blessed and most pure Virgin
and Mother of God.” The monk
was actually the Archangel Gabriel and these additional
words were to the hymn we are familiar with today.

June 29
Saints Peter and Paul

St. Peter is regarded as the leader of the Twelve Disci-
ples of Jesus. Over the course
of his missionary journeys,
Peter founded our Church.

St. Paul is considered the
greatest of missionaries. The
accounts of his missionary _
journeys form an important part |§
of the New Testament letters.
Almost half of the 27 books of
the New Testament were writ-
ten by St. Paul.

Reference: Poulos, George Rev., Lives of th Saints and Major
Feastdays, 1974.
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when he is old,
he will not de-

part from it.
“Proverbs 26
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Adult Greek
as a Second Language

After much thought and prayer, Pythagoras Greek School is considering creating an Adult
Greek as a Second Language Introductory course. This course will focus mainly on Modern Greek
Conversation, touching upon the four language domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
In addition, this course will also serve as an opportunity for students to learn about Greek culture,
exposing them to Greek history, geography, customs and traditions.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Georgia Katsis at georgia.katsis@gmail.com or
Elizabeth Kotis at elizabethkotis@yahoo.com

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
PYTHAGORAS GREEK SCHOOL
REGISTRATION FOR 2017-18

Are you ready for Greek School?

Interested in teaching your child the Greek language and immersed to our
Greek-Orthodox heritage?

If yes, then it is time to act.

Registration for the school year 2017-18 has begun
With special pricing for Stewards of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church

o

PROGRAMS DETAILS:

A. Saturday Program- Greek as a Second
language

Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pre-K to 9th grade
B. GSL program — Greek as a foreign
language (No previous Knowledge
required)
e  Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
e Levels: Pre-K, K, 1-4

Receive a special discount when you register by June 30, 2017
For additional information contact us at : (847) 827-5510 or Georgia.katsis@gmail.com
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Metropolitan lakovos

With the most profound sorrow and sense of loss, yet with confident hope in the Resurrection, we announce
that His Eminence Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago fell asleep in the Lord on Friday, June 2, 2017 after an
unexpected illness and surgery at a Chicago hospital. Metropolitan lakovos was still active
in ministry at age 89. He oversaw 34 parishes in Illinois and 25 others in northern Indi-
ana, Jowa, Minnesota, eastern Missouri and Wisconsin. He served in the Greek Orthodox
Church for nearly 50 years and was the first Metropolitan of Chicago.

We are honored and fondly remember his last visit to our parish just a short two weeks
ago, as he came to be blessed by the Myrrh-Streaming Icon of the Kardiotissa. We also are
honored and fondly remember the 15 years he faithfully washed the feet during the annual
Washing of the Feet service at our parish on Holy Wednesday evenings, setting an example
of humility for all of us.

Born in Athens, Greece in 1927, he was the devoted brother of Konstandinos Garmatis,
Demetrios Garmatis and the late Vasiliki Tsiklakis, and a cherished uncle of many nieces and nephews.
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Our parish was the first parish His Eminence consecrated on
October 7, 1979.

i F r'

His Eminence at the Washing of the Feet service at St. John
the Baptist - Holy Week 2017




Registry of Sacraments

Baptisms

April 30th

Baptized: John

Parents: John & Katerina Faxel
Sponsor: Nicoletta Kriaras

May 13th:
Baptized: Panagiotis Nectarios
Parents: Haralampos &
Constance Palas
Sponsors: Nicholas &
Vicky Kournetas

May 21st:
Baptized: Marianna
Parents: Simeon &
Anastasia Spirrison
Sponsors: George Spirrison &
Christina Loukas

May 28th:
Baptized: Adamandia
Parents: Daniel & Kathrine Billeh
Sponsors: Angelo &
Sophia Matarangas

Weddings

April 23rd

Theodoros Sdoukos &
Margarita Kavouras

Sponsor: Theodore C. Sdoukos

May 6th

Konstantinos Giannikoulis &
Catherine Tragas

Sponsor: Andy Demetriou

May 27th

Christos Konstantinidis &
Carly Turek

Sponsor: Dimitrios Maravelias

Funerals

March 14th: James A. Spentzos
March 17th: Joan C. Mazarr
March 28th: George Maniatis
April 28th: Konstantina Sampras
April 28th: Stephen D. Latson
May 22nd: Peter T. Panopoulos
May 24th: William P. Chausis
May 26th: Panagiotis D. Floudas

Prayer List

For any prayer concern (salvation, health,
employment, stress and anxieties, etc.)
please send baptismal names only to
stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
We may not be able to help others mate-
rially or medically, but God does hear our
prayers and always asks us to pray for each
other and so build up the Body of Christ
(Eph. 4:11-16).

For health and stability in the work place:
Angelo, Chrysanthy and family, Chris, Helen, and
family, Mary Ellen and family, James and family,
Eudoxia, Paraskevi, Maria, Panagiotis, Hristos
For guidance: Ekaterini, Renee, John, Angela
For peace: Maria, Karen, Ropalo, Stavroula,
Christoforos

To let go of anger: Petros, loannis, Angela, John,
Angela, Georgia, loannis, Evagelia

For health: Christos, Penelope, Theofani,
Basilios, Thanasios

For healing of an illness: Helen, Mary Ellen,
Angeline, Mary, Bill, Katherine, George,
Athanasios, Tom, Makrina, Eric, Scott, Veronika,
Nicoletta, Nicholas, Helen, George, Judy, Elaine,
Nicoletta, Anastasios, Aristidis, Mary Ellen, Mary,
and Ioanna

For spiritual edification: Michael, James, Helen,
Cynthia, Lillian.

For spiritual guidance: Veronika, Alexander,
John, loannis, Evagelia

For faith and hope: Evagelia

For good health and recovery from illness:
Christopher

For general well-being: Tom, Anne, Helen,
Lillian, Katherine, Mary, Lillian, Carol, Angeline,
Mary, Chris, Frank, Anna

For health and well-being: Dennis, Mary, Lilly,
Philip, Carol, Judy, Anne, and Helen, Dimitri,
Georgia, Christina, Emily

For heart health: Stiljan

For illness and surgery: Judy, Mary Ellen,
Phillip, Carol, Johnny, Alexandra, Austin,
Panayiota, Mary, Makrina, George, Judy, Mary,
Joan For health: Judy, Anne, Chrysanthy, Helen,
Mary, losefia, Dean and Helen (cancer), Sophie,
Stafford, Ekaterini

For illness and survival of world
circumstances: Mary Ellen, Jennie, Helen,
George/family, Judy, Christ, Mary

For forgiveness: John, Angela, loannis, Evagelia
For battling cancer: Stavros, Dimitri
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Six Week Calendar ¢ June 11 - July 15, 2017

Sunday

June 11

B:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy

Sunday of All Saints
Graduate Sunday

July 2

B:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy

4th Sunday of Matthew
Deposition of the

Monday

July 3

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Tuesday

Wednesday

June 14

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

7:00pm Buildings close

St. Elisseus
St. Methodius the
Confessor

July 4

Office Closed
No Summer Camp

St. Andrew the

June 21

Vacation Church School
12:00pm - 3:30pm
Summer Camp
7:00pm GAODS School
Board meeting

St. Julian the Martyr
of Tarsus
St. Nikitas the New

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Relics of Unmercenaries
Cyril & John
St. Pappias the Martyr

Thursday

June 29

8:30am Orthros &
Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy @ Sts. Peter
and Paul
9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp
7:00pm Catechism Class

Saints Peter and Paul

Friday

June 16
9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

St. Tychon the
Wonderworker

June 23

Vacation Church School

12:00pam - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

7:00pm Vigil

July 5

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

July 6

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp
7:00pm Catechism Class

Precious Robe of the St. Hyacinth the Martyr Hymnographer St. Athanasius of Athos St. Loukia
Theotokos and his Companions St. Martha, Mother of St. Lampadus the Holy Apostles Archippus,
St. Juvenal St. Anatolius Symeon Stylites Wonderworker Philemon and Onesimus |
July 9 July 10 July 11 July 12 July 13
B:30am Orthros & 9:00am - 3:30pm 9:00am - 3:30pm 8:00am Orthros & 9:00am - 3:30pm
Divine Liturgy Summer Camp Summer Camp Divine Liturgy Summer Camp

Saturday

July 1
8:00am Orthros & 8:00am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy Divine Liturgy
9:00am - 3:30pm 6:00 pm Great Vespers
Summer Camp
Synaxis of the 12 Sts. Cosmas and
Holy Apostles Damian
July 7 July 8
8:00am Orthros & 6:00 pm Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy
9:00am - 3:30pm

Summer Camp

St. Kyriake
the Great Martyr
July 14

9:00am - 3:30pm
Summer Camp

Great Martyr Procopius
St. Theophilos the
Myrrhbearer
July 15

6:00pm Great Vespers

9:30am HOPE 9:00am - 3:30pm 7:00pm Catechism Class
Summer Camp
5th Sunday of Matthew
St. Paisios
Great Martyr Euphemia | Gerasimos of Byzantium Synaxis of St. Nicodemus Martyr Glyceria
Hieromartyr Pancratius | 45 Martyrs of Nikopolis St. Olga, Equal to the and Akakios the Archangel Gabriel St. Aquila, Apostle Sergios the Confessor
Dionysios the Orator Bishop Gregory of Assa Apostles voung ascetic St. Stephen among the 70 Alexandros the Martyr
July 16 July 17 July 18 July 19 July 20 July 21 July 22
B:30am Orthros & E -3 : 9 -3:
am r . ros . 8:00am Orthros & 9:00am - 3:30pm 9:00am - 3:30pm 8:00am (.)r_thros_& 9:00am - 3:30pm 6:00pm Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy .. . Summer Camp Divine Liturgy Summer Camp
Divine Liturgy Summer Camp . X
9:00am - 3:30pm 5:30pm St. John 9:00am - 3:30pm
’ Sumn;er }éam Merciful Soup Kitchen Summer Camp
P 7:00pm Catechism Class
Sunday of the
Holy Fathers St. Emilian Prophet Elias
. St. Marina Sts. Paul, Thea and Mothe}r Maria and the 25 John. = Sqneon Mary Magdalene
Hicromartyr Athenogenes Sts. Veronika & Speratos Valentine Russian Martyrs of S, LAz, Rl o3 Virgin Martyr Markella
Virgin Martyr Julia ) P Righteous Macrina France Rabobysidius s Y
Strict Fast Days Oil & Wine are permitted _
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A look back to Easter of 2013. The photo was taken
after the Agape Service.
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