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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX

An Orthodox Christian community striving to glorify God in all things, to embody the
True Faith in our lives, to grow together as a parish family, and to serve our neighbor in love.

SUNDAY BULLETIN

DECEMBER 21, 202§

Today we commemorate: TO [APTVFION TOV ATV
. o 16 POMAP TvFo; [ITNATIOV
+ Sunday before Nativity TS BE0F0FOV

o Julianna & 630 Companions,
Themistocles Martyr of Myra

icxc Today’s Memorials
NIIKA AIL2NIA H MNHMH AYTON!
May their memory be eternal!

40-day: Eleftherios Halkias
40-day: Maria Kalavritinou-Ganas
10-yr: Georgios Kokkinis

On duty this Sunday:
Pangari: Team B (St. Andrew)
Acolytes: Team B (Gabriel)

SUNDAY SERVICES

COME AND SEE THE RISEN LORD!  fatins/Orthros......... 8:30am
Join us each Sunday morning for Divine Liturgy ............ 9:45am
O“?J‘Eﬁﬁfﬁsgﬁgﬁ;‘fed WEEKDAY SERVICES
0 Orthros Binders are in the narthex with service text Mat.inS/ Qrthros ------------ 8:00am
0 Proper attire is required during church services. Divine Liturgy ............ 9:00am
@ WWW.STJOHNTHEBAPTISTGOC.ORG @) stjonnBarTISTGOC

® (847) 827-s510 SJBGREEKORTHODOX
@ 2350 E DEMPSTER ST, DES PLAINES, 1L




ENTRANCE HYMN
A TPOGKLVICMUEV KO Come let us worship and bow down

tpoonicousy Xpiotd. Tdcov fudc Yie  before Christ. Son of God, who rose
Ocob, 6 AvaoTdag &k vekpdv, yallovtag  from the dead, save us who sing to

cot, AAAnAovia. Thee, Alleluia.
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
3" TONE
Eﬁ(ppalvéceog 0 0VPAVLaL, AYOAMACOm Let 'the heavegs be glad. Let the earth
0 &miyela, 8Tt &moinoe KpATog &v rejoice exceedingly. For the Lord has
Bpayiovt avtod, 6 Koproc: éndtnoe 1@ shown strength with his arm. He

Oavdte Tov Odvatov: TpwTOTOKOG TGV trampled death by death. He became
VEKP®OV £YEVETO" £K KOWMOG GO0V the first-born of the dead. Out of the

gppooato NUAC, Koi TapEsye TG KOGH® belly of Hades, He has rescued us, and
70 péya ELeoC. to the world He has granted the great

mercy.
APOLYTIKION FOR THE FOREFEAST
4™ TONE

‘Erowaiov Bndieép fivoktar mdiow 1 O Bethlehem, prepare, Eden is
‘Eoén. Evtpenilov 'E@pabd, 611 10 opened unto all. And be ready,
Evlov Ti¢ (ofig, &v 1@ XmmAaim Ephrata, for the Tree of life has in the
eENvinoev éx thi¢ [TapHEvov. grotto blossomed forth from the
[Mapadeicoc kol yap, 1 Ekeivng yaotp, Virgin. Indeed her womb is shown to
8deiyOn vontoc, &v @ 10 Ociov putov: €€ be spiritually a Paradise, in which is
0V Qoyovieg (foopev, ovyi 88 (g O found the God-planted Tree. And if we
Adap teBvn&dueba. Xprotog yevvarta, eat from 1t we shall live, and shall not
TNV TPV TEGOVGAVY, AVOGTICMV EIKOVO. die, as did Adam of old. Christ is born,

so that He might raise up the formerly
fallen image.

APOLYTIKION FOR THE FOREFATHERS

2""TONE
Meyéro td tfig niotemc katopdmdpato! Magnificent are the accomplishments
‘Ev 1] 1] thig eAoyOC, ™G €ml BdaTog of faith! The holy Three Servants
avamraoews, ol dylot Tpeic Iaideg greatly rejoiced, as they stood in the
nyarlovto kai 0 Ilpoprtng Aavina, fountain of fire, as if beside the still
AeOVTOV TOWUNV, OG TPOPAT®V waters; and the Prophet Daniel
gdeikvuto. Toig avtdv ikecioug Xplote 06  appeared to be a shepherd of lions, as
BedC, OGOV TAC YLYAC UAV. if they were sheep. At their entreaties,

O Christ God, save our souls



MEMORIAL APOLYTIKION
PLAGAL OF THE 4" TONE

Mvietnt, Kopre, d¢ dyadog tédv
d0VA®V Gov, Kal &l Tt &v Bim, Huaptov

oLYYMPNOCOV' OVOEIC YAp AVaUdPTNTOC,

glun ov O SVVAUEVOC, Kol TOTC
LLETOGTAGL, 00DVOL TNV AVATOVGLV.

Remember Your servants, O Lord,
since You are good, and forgive them
for all their sins in life; for no one is
without sin except for You who are
able to give rest to those who have
passed away.

APOLYTIKION OF THE PARISH - ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
2 "' TONE

Mviun Awaiov pét dyxopiov, cot 8¢
apkéoet 1) paptopio tod Kvpiov
[Tpdopope: avedelyOng yap dvimg kol
[Tpopntdv cefacidtepog, 0Tt Kal &v
peibpoic Bantical KatnEumoOng Ttov
Knpvtropevov. ‘Obev ti|g dAndeiog
vrepabAcOC, Yoipmv evnyyeMom Kai
101G &V Ad1, OOV pavepwbévta €v
copki, TOV aipovta TNV auoptioy ToD
KOO0V, KOl TOPEYOVTO NUTV TO HEY
&\eoc.

The memory of the just is observed with
hymns of praise; for you suffices the
testimony of the Lord, O Forerunner.
You have proved to be truly more
ven'rable than the Prophets, since you
were granted to baptize in the river the
One whom they proclaimed. Therefore,
when for the truth you had contested,
rejoicing, to those in Hades you preached
the Gospel, that God was manifested in
the flesh, and takes away the sin of the
world, and grants to us great mercy.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY
3"° TONE

"H Mapbévoc onipepov, 1oV Tpooidviov
Abyov, &v Xmmlaie EpyetTon, AMOTEKETY
AToPPNTOC. XOPEVE, 1 OIKOVUEVT
axovtioBeica, 00Eacov, peta Ayyérwv
kai tov [Howévaov, BovAndévta
gnoeOfvar, ITodiov véov, TOV mpo
aiovev Ogov.

Today the Virgin comes to the cave to
give birth in an ineffable manner to
the Word before the ages. Rejoice,
therefore, O universe, when you hear,
and glorify with the angels and
shepherds him who shall appear by his
own will as a new babe, being God
before the ages.



Me miotn eykotactdOnke otn yn oL TOL £iye
vrooyedel 0 Oedc, EEvog o€ yvmoTn ympa,
Covtag o€ oknvEC pe tov loadi kot tov
lox®p, mov Kt avtol froy KANpovouot g
0106 vrooyéoemc. Ki avto, yiati mepipeve
Vv TOAN ov Ba elye otépea Bepélo Ko Tov
apyItéKTovag Kot Onpovpyds ™ Ba rav o
Beoc. Xpedletor va ovveyicm; Ae Oa pe
Tépel 0 ypOVog va. dmynd® yia to ['ededdyv, T0
Bapdxk, to Zapyov, tov lepBde, To Aafid, to
2aUOVNA Kot TOVG TPoPNTES. Me Vv Tio
Katatpoénmooy Paciietla, enéParav to dikalo,
TETVYOV TNV TPOLYLOTOTOINGT| TOV
VIOGYECEMV TOL B0V, £Ppacav GTOUOTA
Aedvtov: éoPnoav Tn SOV TG POTIAG,
SEPuyav ™ oeayn, Eywvay and adHvatol
1GYLPO1, AVASELYTNKOV NPWES GTOV TOAENO,
gtpeyav 6g LYN £xO0pIKa

OTPUTELLATA" YVVOIKEC Eovamnpay Tow o1
Con ToVg avOpdTovg TOVG, Kt GAAOL
Bacaviotnkav o¢ to Bdvato, ympig va
deytoHv TV ameAevBEPMOGN TOLGS, YiaT
miotevay OTL umopoveay v’ avactnBovv ce
po KaAvtepn (o1]. AALot dokipacay
€EELTEMGLOVC KOl LOGTIYMOELS, OKOUN Kol
deopd ko euAakioelc. ABoBoAndnkay,
TpLovioTnKaY, TEPAGAY SOKIUAGIES,
Bavatodnkav pe poyaipt, Tepimiovnonkay
viouévol e TpoPiég Kat Katoikicwo dépuata,
énoav o€ GTEPNOELS, LITEPEPUY KOTATIECELS,
OAlyelg Ko KaKovyieg —0 KOGLOG OEV NTOV
a&rog va "yel TETO10VG AvOpOTOVC—
TAaviOnkav oe epnuég kat fouvd, o
omnNMEG Ko o€ TpOmeg ¢ yns. Olot ot
TOPATAV®, TAPA TNV KAAN poptopio TG
TioTNG TOLG, OV MNPV O,TL TOLG VITOGYEOMKE
0 ®cdc. Avtog glye TpoPAdyet kATl KAAVTEPO
Y10 LOG, £TGL OGTE VO U1 PTAGOVV EKEIVOL
oTNV TEAELOTNTA YOPIG EPAC.

' t THE EPISTLE— HEBREWS II:9-I0; 32-40

By faith he sojourned in the land of promise,
as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same
promise. For he looked forward to the city
which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. And what more shall I say?
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice,
received promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. Women received their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to
accept release, that they might rise again to a
better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, they were killed with the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated, of whom the
world was not worthy, wandering over
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves
of the earth. And all these, though well
attested by their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had foreseen
something better for us, that apart from us
they should not be made perfect.



The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of
Ram, and Ram the father of Ammin'adab, and
Ammin'adab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon
the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of
Bo'az by Rahab, and Bo'az the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David the king. And David was the father
of Solomon by the wife of Uri'ah, and Solomon the
father of Rehobo'am, and Rehobo'am the father of
Abi'jah, and Abi'jah the father of Asa, and Asa the
father of Jehosh'aphat, and Jehosh'aphat the father
of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzzi'ah, and
Uzzi'ah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father
of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezeki'ah, and
Hezeki'ah the father of Manas'seh, and Manas'seh
the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josi'ah,
and Josi'ah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers,
at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after
the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni'ah was the
father of Sheal'tiel, and Sheal'tiel the father of
Zerub'babel, and Zerub'babel the father of Abi'ud,
and Abi'ud the father of Eli'akim, and Eli'akim the
father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and

THE HOLY GOSPEL - MATTHEW I:1-2§

Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of
Eli'ud, and Eli'-ud the father of Elea'zar, and Elea'zar
the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.
So all the generations from

Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and
from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen
generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to
the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of
Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit;
she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins." All this
took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a
son; and he called his name Jesus.




This Week at St. John the Baptist

Sunday, December 21

8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy (MC)

9:15am Sunday School

Philoptochos Bake Sale after Divine Liturgy

Presentation on the Pilgrimage of Discovery in the Great Hall

Coffee hour sponsored by: The family of Mara Kalavritinou-Ganas in her memory

Monday, December 22

« 9am 40-day Divine Liturgy ST. ANASTASIA (GACV)
o 1lam Visitation 11:30am Funeral: Helen Bolos

Tuesday, December 23
o 9am 40-day Divine Liturgy (GAC)

o 7pm YAL Bowling at Pinstripes, Northbrook

Wednesday, December 24

7:30am Royal Hours of the Nativity (MC)
o 9am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom: ST. EUGENIA (MC)
6pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great & Christmas Caroling (MC)

Thursday, December 25

8:30am Orthros 9:45am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with His Grace Bishop Anthony of
Sinada NaTIvITY OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST (MC)

Friday, December 26

« 8am Orthros 9am Divine Liturgy: SyNaxis oF THEOTOKOS (MC)

Saturday, December 27

« 8am Orthros 9am 40-day Divine Liturgy: ST. STEPHEN THE FIRST MARTYR AND
ARCHDEACON
o 1lam BAPTISM of: Artemios Konstantinos
Parents: Matthew & Sassa Sarantopoulos
Godparent: Nicholas Nashi
e Spm Great Vespers (MC)

Sunday ., December 28
« 8:30am Orthros 9:45am Divine Liturgy (MC)




Community Focus

Find more info on these events on the church website.

Bookstore Sale: Everything in the bookstore is 25%
until Christmas.

IOCC Giving Tree: Located outside of the church
office and consider taking a paper ornament and
envelope. Each ornament addresses a specific need
and when fulfilled continues the life-giving work of
International Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC). Questions? Contact Eva Economy
@ econoe2(@aol.com.

Blankets of Love: The Giving Tree of Warmth and
Love! Spread the warmth this holiday season and
donate to the purchase of a new blanket or for the
purchase of essentials for nursing home residents at
the Greek American Rehab & Care Center.

YAL Bowling Night: Tue 12/23 at Pinstripes,
Northbrook.

PRESCHOOL GRADE 8

+ Orthodox Christian Spiritual Formation

+ Greek, Romanian or Russian Languages Offered
4 Academic Rigor

+ Develop of Critical Thinki
+ Nurturing Environment

g and Creativity

1 Before and After School Programs

LOVE OF GOD +LOVE OF NEIGHBOR <+ LOVE OF LEARNIN(

Special Coffee Hour: The friends and family of Anna
Sarantopoulos are hosting a special coffee hour next
Sunday 12/28 in honor of her 25 years of service at
St. John the Baptist. Instead of a plaque and a lapel
pin, what better way to honor Anna than to break
bread together after Liturgy! If you’d like to help
host, email Angela at
angelike@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org.

Philoptochos: Our membership New Year’s dinner
will be on January 15 at Moretti‘s in Morton Grove.
Cost: $50/person. RSVP to Youla at 773-510-
8628. There is still time to make a donation
towards the Blankets of Love -,Giving Tree for
Greek American nursing home via the link or
contact Pat Kladis at 847-632-3951. Also, save the
date: Parish vasilopita will be on January 11.

Pan-Orthodox Christmas Concert: December 28,
6pm at Holy Nativity Romanian Orthodox Church,
5825 N. Mozart in Chicago. Interested in singing?
Call Gordana at 773-619-8755.

Metropolis Vasilopita Celebration: Thursday,
January 8 at 6:30pm at St. Andrew.

AHEPA Scholarship: Applications due by 3/15/26.
For HS seniors with a minimum GPA of B.

Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foundation: Applications
due by 1/31/26.

CrossRoad: Apply now! What began in 2004 as a
transformative summer program for high school
juniors and seniors has now grown into a whole
ecosystem of educational offerings. Our programs
are rooted in the rich theological and spiritual
tradition of Orthodox Christianity, and we are
dedicated to helping young people deepen their
understanding of their Orthodox Christian identity.

A Message about Stewardship
“Now it should be clear what the spiritual life consists of, in contrast to the life of the

soul and body. The spiritual life consists of satisfying the needs of the spirit, and the
needs of the spirit consist of a person's striving towards God, seeking for living com-
munion with Him, and the desire to live according to God's will.”
By Archbishop Averky (Taushev)




.The :
PAN-ORTHODOX

CHOIR -
of Greater Chicago

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 | 6pm

HOLY NATIVITY ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
5825 N Mozart St, Chicago IL 60659 (next to Mather High School)

Free-will Oﬁ%n‘nj

CONTACT: (773) 619-8755 | gordana_faithnetorth@aol.com
Sponsored by Orthodox Christian Clergy Association of Greater Chicago

SATURDAY
MARCH 14

A NEW g
CREATION

PN
(TN

It is the season for us to renew
our commitment as part of the
New Creation in Christ and as
Stewards of St. John the Baptist.
If you haven't already, please
review the invitation sent g?"fél
== by mail or follow this QR 3754 .

code. Reply today! éam PARISH RETREAT

SAINTS COMMEMORATED THIS WEEK

§ Mon,22 Tues,23  Wed,24  Thurs,25 Fri,26  Sat,27

a

5 Anastasia the Ten Martyrs of Eve of the Nativity ~ Holy Nativity Synaxis of the Stephen First

g Great Martyr, Crete, Consecration of Christ, Eugenia Theotokos, Martyr, Theodore
= Chrysogonos the of Hagia Sophia the Nun-martyr of Euthemios Bishop the Confessor

Martyr Rome of Sardis



