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“... So, we may be-
come true icons of
Christ”

By Fr. John Rallis
Protopresbyter

I recent weeks, our parish has made some very
important decisions regarding the beautification
of our parish. I humbly ask for your prayers as we
embark on a multi-faceted project which includes
the completion of the iconography and its consecra-
tion, the replacement of the floors and the writing
of icons in the main church. Of course, all of the
above are in addition to the continuous care and
growth of our current ministries, with foremost at-
tention being given to the education of our children
in our three schools, as well as the spiritual well-be-
ing of our stewards. You may have heard me quote
St. John Damascene, the defender of icons, more
than once, saying “when thoughts are choking me
like so many thorns, I enter the church, the hospital
of souls. The beauty of the icons delights my vision
like a verdant meadow, and without my noticing it,
stirs my soul to praise God.”

Twenty years have passed since the last mosaic
icon of the Mystical Supper was installed in the
main church. Since then, we have built the edu-
cation building and the chapel, adorning its walls
with icons, but nothing major has been done in the
main church. The beauty of its current icons and
the edification we have received from them has
inspired us to add to the existing icons in the main

church. In this way, we follow the words of St. Paul
to the Ephesians, “to equip the Saints for the work
of ministry... for building up the body of Christ.”
(Eph 4:7-13)

Allow me to share with you ten reasons for
writing icons in the main church.

I.
2.

To create reverence in worship;

To instruct those who are unable to read
(does not imply illiterate people);

. To serve as an existential link between the

worshipper and God;

To enhance the beauty of a church by im-
pressing holiness;

To remind us of the divine, that even though
we live in this world, we are not of this
world;

To lift us up to the prototypes, the holy per-
sons whom the icons depict;

To imitate the virtues of these persons;

8. Icons speak a “new” language, the language

of the Gospels and the Church’s liturgical
life;

Continued on Page 2
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9. It sanctifies the eyes of the beholder and raises their intellect
to the knowledge of God;

10. They are a companion and comfort to the sorrowful, inspira-
tion to the hymnographer, an illumination to the theologian,
an aid in prayer able, to perform miracles, to fill the heart
with peaceful joy.

Finally, I long for the day that you and I will stand in our
church, walls and ceiling adorned with icons of Christ, Panagia and
the Saints. We will not feel alone; we will experience the commu-
nion of the Saints; we will feel that we are members of this sancti-
fied family of God. May the Lord fulfill such a longing in our lives.
Please pray for this project and the iconographers and may we all
become a true icon of Christ here on earth.




Help us help
moms and
babies in need!

for the

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
2350 East Dempster Street, Des Plaines, Illinois

6 pm............ Social Hour

7 pm............. Thanksgiving-Style Dinner

9 pM........... Silent Auction Concludes
R.S.V.P by November 4

Go to MarthaMaryChicago.org,
or call 317-709-0168
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Icons
By Jim Kandilas

Icons become a “ Window to Heaven”

Our Fathers clearly and happily proclaim.

With deepening piety our thoughts ascend to heaven.
And the communion with God becomes our primary
aim.

Through the eyes of our souls and hearts,
Our attention is directed to divine things.
With the inspiration of the Saint’s spiritual realities.
Great is the gladness that veneration of icons brings.

Icons are “ The books of the illiterate.”

They inspire astonishment and link the Saints with
us.

They are the guiding light of our souls.

And their sacramental presence brings God close to
us.

Praying and contemplating before an icon,

We will realize our state of brokenness.

A need for change of our spiritual life,

Will emerge and chase away troubles, despair, and
loneliness.

“...It is no longer I who lives but Christ lives in me.”*
We will be ready to say when enter the state of joy.
God’s help and kindness will be for ever around us.
And we will walk not with sorrow but, with love and

Joy.

* Galatians. 2:20

O1 Eikoveg
Anuntong Kavéniag

O M. Baoikewog yapaktnpilel v mapadoon g
Exxinociog

[N 116 1epéc ekdveg “ AmoctoMkn|”

Ewdvec vmpyov HEGo 6TOVG VAOUE TV ETOYN TOV
ATOGTOADV.

Kot mapépewvav cav £yypmpo Evayyéio dAwmv.

O1 e1kdveg dev vat Lovov SIOoKTIKO BiPpAio yio Toug
Oy PELLLOTOVC.

H ewova xota tov Ayov loavvn tov Aapdoknvo,

Mo modoymyol Kot Lo LOPPOVEL.

Ewat cav yépupa mov tov avBpmmo pe tov Oco evdvel.

H amoégpaon g Edopov Oovpevikng Xovodov gwval,
“ Ot ayloypdeot vo. avomapleTavVouV TO TEPLEXOUEVO TOV
Evayyeiiov”

H yAdooa tov ewdvov swvar “ Ogoroyia

gKovoypoenuévn”
ITov o moTdG CLVOIAEL e TNV VITOGTOGT TNV

ELKOVOYPOPNUEVT.

Méoa otny eiKOVa TOPAEVEL 1) evEpYELn TNG Oclog
Xaptrog.

H anewovion tov Xpiotov kot twv Ayiwv.

Mo mapaktvohv Kot evBappHvovv Tpog TV ayldtnTa.
Kot 0 aytoypdeog amodidet ta yopaktnploTikd tov Ayiov
He moToTNTO.

O M. Boaoikelog gine, “ H tiun mpog v ikova drofaivet
GTO TPMTOTLTO”.

O Ayiog AociBeog PAémovtag v ewova g Koldoewg
otovg Aylovg Tomovg,

Me @oPov Ocov, Kotdvuén, doknomn, Kot LETAVOLd,
Avyioce kat képdioe (onv atdvia.
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Sufferings
By Jim Kandilas

“In the world ye shall have tribulations.” (John.
16:33)

Holy Scripture and Holy Fathers speak of this truth
We are troubled and suffer often in our daily lives.
And left in darkness when a light goes out of our
lives.

Saint Isaac the Syrian says, “ For it is impossible,

when we are traveling along the path of righteous-
ness,

for us not to encounter gloom....”

Meeting our Lord in prayer will help our hopes to
bloom.

We suffer because of the devil, other people, and
fallen human nature.

Suffering caused by the devil is very painful.

People attempt to keep Christ’s commandments , tell
us.

But the path that is best lies hidden beyond us.

Suffering caused by the other people slandering and
maligning.

And all the passions that exist in our heart.

Can pierce our troubled mind and weaken our soul.
Close , therefore, your eyes and pray that God will
restore peace in your soul.

We should accept sadness more than happiness.
Through pain a new world is opening up.
We discover the fullness of God’s love.

When we get out of darkness with a light from above.

MnRv Kpnveig
Anunteng Kavéniag

O Ayiog Andéotorog IavAog otnv tpog Popaiovg
EMIGTOAT TOL

Aéyer ta €€NG, “ Ao avamoAoyNnTog €1, ® AvOp®TE TOG O
Kpivov

gV O Yap KpIvelg Tov £tepov, 6€ avTdv Katokpivels.” *
Amopdkpove Tig BosAvpeg oKEYELS Kat Bpeg KATL KOAO Vo,
mpoteivels.

Mnyv omeddelc va el 6Tovg GALOVG Tt €10EC Kal Tt
GKOLGEC.

Mnyv Egyvdig ott av Kpivelg Tov adelpd Gov, o0 Oco¢ Ba o€
Kpivet.

To dkaimpa va kpivovpe Tovg GAAOLE, OeV VOl SIKO LLOG.
H ayomm mpog tov minciov pag va ewvot To 100vikd oG,

H xaxoloyio kot KOToKplolg TOV adEAPOD OGS, EVOL OTTMG
Aéyel

O Yoipuwdog kot [poertng AaPid, “ Taepog avewyrevog o
AQPUVE aVTOV.”**

[Tvevpatikég SLUGOGILES EVOL OL TOV AOEAPDOV LG
KOTOKPIGELC.

Oupoteg axabapoies, av avoielg eva tdeo, Ba avTikpuoels.

Mnv BAEmelg T TPpOEL, T TTIVEL, KoL TL ALOPTIEG KAVEL O
adEAPOG Gov.

T'ive kp1tN¢ TOL €0VTOV GOV Kol EEXVO TAL GPAALOTO TWV
GAA®V.

2KEYOL TG 0 AdEAPOS GOV LITopEl VoL LETOVONGE KoL VoL
oL aPEONKE N apapTio.

Kot ov va petvelg apétoyog oty Kato g KOKOAOYLOG
eKoTpOTELQ.

Amoce onposcio 6To KaAd ToV LIAPYEL GTOV TANGIOV GOL.
Eepilowoe T1g axdbopTeg GKEYELS A0 TO LLOAD GOV.
Mnv kpivelg yuo va unv kpioeic.

To koAd Tov VILdPYEL GTOV TANGIOV GOV TAVTA VO
embopeic.

* (Pow. 2,,1-3)
% (Yo, 5,10)
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Philoptochos

Philoptochos is the largest Women’s Ministry in the United States. We encourage all women and men to
become members of Philoptochos! As quoted from Pam Argyris, our Metropolis president, our Lord said “I

came to earth not to be served, but to serve you.”

Let us all come together in Faith, Love and Humility to serve others just as Christ did for us!

September 2018

Sunday, Sept 9 Bone Marrow Drive for Baby Elias
~ Philoptochos Hosted Coffee Hour ~
Pass a tray for Hellenic College/Holy Cross

Sunday, Sept 16

Tuesday, Sept 18 Nursing Home Visit

Tuesday, Sept 18 Board Meeting 9am

Saturday, Sept 22 Metropolis Philoptochos Annual Luncheon
Membership Brunch after Divine Liturgy

Speaker: Metropolis President Pam Argyris
Membership Drive Table at Coffee Hour

Sunday, Sept 23

Sunday, Sept 30

October 2018

October, TBD Outing to Greek Museum and Lunch @ Artopolis
Saturday, Oct 6 Presidents Meeting @ St. Peter and Paul
Tuesday, Oct 9 Board Meeting 7pm

Tuesday, Oct 16 General Meeting 7pm

Sunday, Oct 21 Pastichio Sale to Benefit Good Samaritan Fund

November 2018
Nov TBD  Visit St. Chrysostom Monastery/General Meeting
~ Discussion with Gerondissa Melanie ~
Nov TBD Nursing Home Visit

Sunday, Nov4 Inclusion Awareness Sunday and

Greek Chicken Dinner - Fundraiser

Artoclasia after Divine Liturgy

In Honor of our Patron Saints Cosmas/Damianos
Board Meeting 11am after Divine Liturgy
Christmas Card Design Contest

Martha & Mary House Benefit Dinner

Sunday, Nov 18 Philoptochos to Host Coffee Hour for IOCC
Thursday, Nov 22 Philoptochos Thanksgiving Coat Drive

Friday, Nov 9
Sunday, Nov 11

December 2018

Pan Orthodox Concert — Lenten Sale
Board Meeting 7pm

60th Anniversary Brunch Kick off

Sunday, Dec 9
Tuesday, Dec 11
Sunday, Dec 30

2018-2019 PHILOPTOCHOS CALENDAR

January 2019

THEOPHANY

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST FEAST DAY
Parish Vasilopita

New Year’s Dinner General Meeting
6:30PM @ North Branch

Sunday, Jan 6

Monday, Jan 7
Sunday, Jan 13
Tuesday, Jan 22

February 2019

Non event Event Fundraiser
Board Meeting 9am

Sunday, Feb 3
Tuesday, Feb 5

Saturday, Feb 16 Metropolis Presidents Meeting — Location TBD

March 2019

Wednesday, Mar 20 Philoptochos-Sponsored Lenten
Pre-Sanctified Dinner
Saturday, Mar 23  Philoptochos Metropolis Retreat
~ Location to TBD

April 2019

Apr TBA Visit to St. John Chrysostom monastery
~Discussion with Gerondissa Melanie &
General Meeting
Sunday, Apr 21 Palm Sunday Bake Sale

May 2019

Bright Friday Dinner

Board Meeting 9am

Mother’s Day; Koliva and

Artoclasia after Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, May 14 Elections General Dinner Meeting

Saturday, May 18 Presidents Meeting at lakovos Retreat Center

Friday, May 3
Tuesday, May 7
Sunday, May 12
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Mad Hatter 2018

St. John the Baptist Philoptochos hosted their Mad Hatter event on
Saturday, May 5, 2018 at the Hilton in Rosemont. Our guest speaker was Peli
Galiti, who spoke beautifully about Thanking God.

With the Glory of God, Philoptochos was able to orgazine a successful
event, which allowed for record breaking proceeds. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the fundraiser were distributed to two orphanages: the first to St.
Innocent Orphanage for boys in Mexico; and the second to Center Filothei
the Athenian, a girls orphanage in Athens, Greece.

We thank everyone whose generosity and support made this such a
successful event!




Philoptochos Membership Brunch

On Sunday, September 23 once again St. John the Baptist Philoptochos kicked off their year with a
beautiful Membership Brunch which was open to our whole Parish. We were honored to have Pam Argyris
Metropolis president speak at our Brunch. Below is her speech, in its entirety.

Good morning, Rev. Father Athanasios, Pres-
vytera Katherine, St. John the Baptist Philoptochos
President Anthoula Tsiampos, Philoptochos sisters
and guests. It is my pleasure to be here with you to-
day and I thank you for the invitation to speak to you
about Philoptochos.

At my first Philoptochos convention in Chicago
in 1994 I remember distinctly hearing about a survey
that had been taken regarding the perception of the
Philoptochos members at that time. The average age
of the members was 59! At that point, I was younger
than that, and they were perceived as the ladies in the
kitchen, with blue tinted hair and mink coats. When
we look at Philoptochos today we can see that the
perception has certainly changed!

Why do women serve Philoptochos for decades?
Why do they pass that legacy on to their daughters
and granddaughters? Today, why do women who
have more demands on them than ever before volun-
teer their few free hours to this worthy cause?

We have learned that life’s most urgent question
is: What are you doing for others? To that, Philopto-
chos members can say, without hesitation or doubt,
“We Serve.”

Those words from our National President, Maria
Logus, define the Philoptochos spirit. For over 85
years, Philoptochos stewards, embracing the teaching
of our Lord to serve “the least of these thy Brethren,”
have faithfully served the underprivileged, the home-
less, the ill, and the infirm, offering comfort and hope
to the needy. Generations of dedicated women have
touched and changed countless lives, answering the
call repeatedly

Philoptochos’ charitable work over the past 86
years is well documented. From January 2016 to
June 5, 2018, the National Philoptochos Society dis-
bursed on behalf of its 400+ chapters and more than
25,000 members a total of $4,603,590 to its ministry

commitments, programs, projects and special ap-
peals, including:

+ St. Basil Academy
* Hellenic College and Holy Cross Seminary
* The Ecumenical Patriarchate

* Over $100,00 in Emergency Fund relief to vic-
tims of the devasting floods in Houston, Florida,
and Puerto Rico. An appeal has just gone out
for additional aid for Hurricane Florence and the
horrific fires in Greece, California and Colorado.

And the list goes on and on.

Philoptochos supports these causes annually. If
you weren’t aware of it, it is because we stay true
to our mission, which calls upon us to perform our
work with discretion, courtesy and kindness. We do
not talk about the individuals we help.

Since 2002, we have disbursed over $24 million,
and this does not include charity and philanthropy
performed in the nine Metropolises, nor the 400 +
local chapters across the United States. Imagine what
the number would be if we added those figures! The
scope of our philanthropy is amazing! So, you may
ask yourself, why are we the best kept secret?

But even more important that the charity we
give away is the hands-on work we perform in our
communities. On a daily basis, we engage our
minds, our hearts and our hands to answer a
need, wherever and whenever it arises. This is our
philanthropic mission. With every baby hat we knit,
every meal we serve, every emergency care package
we send, every veteran we honor, every woman in
crisis we rescue every sick child we aid, every home-
less person we extend a hand to, and every dollar we
give to someone who needs it, we are fulfilling that
mission. Above all, it is in always striving to accom-
plish our purpose with generosity and love that we
are truly successful.

Continued on Page 10
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2018/2019 PHILOPTOCHOS MEMBERSHIP/STEWARDSHIP FORM

Full name (required):

Address:
Home #: Cell #: Email:
Donation:
One-time annual or Monthly automated electronic donation by ACH or debit/credit card:
stewardship donation S
by check
y chec . If by ACH, enclose a voided check or
enclosed: -
enter bank routing number:
and checking account number:
S If by credit/debit card, enter number here:

Please help us apply this year’s donations by ranking the following in order of importance to you 1 - 4.
(1 most important - 4 least important):

% Orthodox-affiliated organizations — IOCC, OCF, OCMC, Hellenic College/Holy Cross,
Philoxenia House, Martha and Mary House, U of | House, Greek American Nursing Home

o,
*

Our local neighbors - direct assistance with food, clothing, shelter, sacraments,

elder / child care and other critical needs for individuals and families

Our facilities — building and kitchen renovations

Our students — contribute to the education of our Sunday School, Greek School, Day
School, college / university and other students, young or old

No preference

R/
0.0

R/
0.0

o,
*

Please tell us what personal /family topics you would like to hear about this year:

Even if you can’t participate or donate this year, please tell us what's important to you above. Our goal is to
hear the voice of every woman in our parish, understand your priorities and give you the opportunity to receive
the blessings that come with helping others.

How can you help this year? (select one or more):

Fundraising Attend/help with Plan/host  Other:
activities activities
What time of day can you attend meetings? Weekdays Evenings Weekends

If you are able to give of your time or talents, please circle activities that you are interested in:

* Inclusion Awareness Sunday = Bake sales = Thanksgiving coaf drive
= Nursing home visits = Rummage sale (June) = Community Christmas card
= Prisoner outreach = Feed the Hungry (July) = Fall membership luncheon

= Grocery purchase and delivery to the disabled =  Annual spring fundraising luncheon

Bring or mail this form with your donation (if by check) to:
St. John the Baptist Philoptochos Society, 2350 East Dempster Street, Des Plaines, IL 60016
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Continued from Page 8

A few examples of Philoptochos outreach at the Metropolis level are:

*  Our Feed the Hungry program, now in its 27th year, having fed thousands of hungry, often homeless people
twice a month, every month at the Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago.

e Our Metropolis Dress-a-Girl programs at St. Basil and St. Demetrios, both in Chicago, have sent over a
thousand dresses and hundreds of shirts to needy children in Africa and India.

*  Our Quilt-a-Thons at SS. Constantine & Helen in Palos Hills and SS. Peter & Paul in Glenview have provid-
ed quilts for thousands of sick children throughout the Metropolis.

I know that most chapters have their own outreach programs in support of food banks, homeless shelters
and inclusion ministries. In addition, here at St. John’s you have your Good Samaritan Fund which assists with
rent, food, utilities, tuition, medical needs and sacramental
assistance. The accomplishments of your ministry are very
impressive.

Our Philoptochos history is rich with examples of our 605 P /
commitment and “can do” spirit. We said “yes we can” 3
when our current president Maria Logus launched the “Feed .
the Hungry” initiative and challenged our chapters across "& ‘\,O‘P TOO 1(0%
the country to feed 250,000 people within 18 months. Our QJ
response? An astounding 750,000 meals! As a result of this - -
commendable work, in June 2016, the Feeding Children
Everywhere organization honored National Philoptochos
with its inaugural “Hunger Hero Award” in the Outstanding
Faith Based Organization category.

During the two years between 2016-2018, we embraced
a new goal-to provide 1 million meals by the 2018 conven-
tion this past July. We surpassed that goal, serving over 1.3
million meals to those hungry and less fortunate. We CAN
do more!

And now, as we face the 21st century and different
challenges, Philoptochos is developing new programs to
meet the needs of a changing society. We are initiatin . s .
new, hands-on programs%o sgerve ou}; parish communi?ies in A N ew VISIU” ﬁjr P hﬂﬂptﬂfhﬂs
these challenging times and engage the services of young
women, who are happy to take on special projects but do
not always have time to attend meetings. Philoptochos women today juggle many responsibilities. Is it the great-

ness of Philoptochos that despite their many obligations, they find a way to make time to serve their communities
for the greater good.

Philoptochos is constantly adapting to the needs of our communities. We live our faith actively. As our world
changes and evolves, we will develop new programs to meet new and unforeseen challenges in a modern world.
As our president has so eloquently states, “Service to our church, our community and our world was our past, it is
our present and it will be our future.”

As the Lord said, “I came to earth not to be served, but to serve.” This is the heart of Philoptochos. Won’t you
join us on this noble journey?

Thank you.

Page 10



AIDONIA

By Andonis Platis

With the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago, the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
Chicago held its 3rd Annual Midwest Hellenic Dance Festival, during this past Columbus Day weekend. This
year’s event included more than 120 participants and was instructed by Dean Avdalas (Anatoliki Romilia) and
Josepth Graziosi (Zagoroxoria, Epirus). Under the direction of Katerina Rallis and Dino Alikakos, St. John’s
newest ministry, the “Aidonia” did a superb job demonstrating dances from Asvestathes, Thrace.

We want to thank the parish of St. John, especially the parents and dancers, who showed their unconditional
support. It was truly remarkable to see our parish represented at this Metropolis-wide event. We look forward to
the upcoming year, and in participating in our parish’s 60th anniversary.




IOCC SUNDAY

Coffee Hour &

resenialion

Sunday, November 18, 2018

After Divine Liturgy in the Great Hall

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
2350 E. Dempster St. | Des Plaines, IL 60016

Please join us for coffee hour and a brief overview of

IOCC’s humanitarian work around the world,
including IOCC's recent response to the Greece
wildfires and hurricanes in the US.

DONATIONS AT
iocc.org/desplaines

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
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- IOCC

Prepare - Before it happens

September is National Preparedness Month, and it will be here before you know it. IOCC is encouraging
everyone to take the time TODAY to create emergency supply Kits, for both your family and your parish.

To assemble your kit, store items in airtight plastic bags, and put them all in one or two easy-to-carry con-
tainers. Be sure to include enough food, water, and medical supplies to last for at least 72 hours. And don’t
forget to include your furry friends in your plan!

Use our checklist to create your emergency supply kit today.

Be ready for the next natural disaster by creating an emergency
supply kit today.

Water (one gallon per person b Dust mask, plastic sheeling, and
per day for al least three days) duct tape to keep a makeshift shelter
in place

A three-day supply of nonperishable Whistle to signal for help
food and can opener
Flashlight Wrench or pliers

First aid kit Extra batteries

Battery-powered or hand-crank Local maps
radio and a NOAA weather
Radio with tone alert
Wel wipes, garbage bags, and
Emergency communication plan plastic ties lor personal sanitation
Ly v

DI10CC’ | e
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St John the Baptist Greek PN

;~ «..»  Orthodox Church
Pvthaggras Greek School

ﬂ‘_, f

Certificate of Attainment in Greek (ELLINOMATHEIA)

Preparation Groups

Program Details:

Classes will be offered every Wednesday from 6:00pm- 8:0pm, from
October 2018- May 2019, starting on 10/3/2018

Emphasis is given on four language skills: listening, reading, speaking and
writing

Levels: Al (Al for children 8 to 12 years old and Al for adolescents and
adults), A2, B1, B2, C1 and C2

The Ellinomatheia certificates provided by the Centre for the Greek
Language are officially approved by the Illinois State Board of Education
for the prestigious Seal of Biliteracy Program.

Group classes are taught by experienced certified teachers

Course book and material in accordance with the Common European
Framework for Languages

Our schools have a superior success rate (over 90%) on the most recent
Ellinomatheia exams

Students who obtain the Ellinomatheia Certification are recognized
worldwide for their Greek Language qualifications

Additional information:

Phone #: 847-827-5519, Email: Georgia.katsis@gmail.com
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IOCC

Please support those affected by the fires

Driven by unpredictable gale-force winds and fed by tinder-box conditions amid temperatures
of over 100°F, wildfires blew through coastal communities in East Attica, Greece, at extremely high
speeds on July 23. Over 70 people are confirmed dead, and hundreds are currently reported missing.
These fires are the deadliest since 2007; Greece has declared a state of emergency and three days of
mourning.

IOCC is supporting immediate basic
needs like access to food. Through partner
Apostoli, the humanitarian arm of the Arch-
diocese of Athens, IOCC will distribute
prepaid grocery cards to families affected by
the fires, allowing them to purchase essen-
tial items like Greek-grown produce, dairy,
and meat, as well as personal hygiene items,
including soap and shampoo. To help, please
visit iocc.org/greecefires.

Meet Marigoula.

Marigoula is a single mother of five who
works year-round at a campground near Mati,
Greece.

The house where she and her family lived
at the same camp was completely destroyed
by the wildfires, and they’re not sure what the
next few months will bring.

Because of your support, and through
local Church partner Apostoli, IOCC provided
Marigoula and other families like hers with grocery cards they can use to purchase some basic supplies
as they begin rebuilding their lives.

DIOCC

Thank you for your support!
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OCTOBER 31°7
4:30 TO 8PM

FAMILY
FALL
FESTIVAL

We ask all families to bring fuzzy socks
to donate them for the Thanksgiving
event. They will be used for the craft
the kids will make at the festival.

Please bring a Lenten item to share.

If you would like to help volunteer at
the fall festival event please include it
with your RSVP.

Pasta dinner

5:00 pm

Vespers
5:30 pm
Discussion with
Fr. Athanasios
6:30 pm
Games and Craft
6:30-7:45 pm

OPEN TO ALL AGES!!

RSVP BY
OCTOBER 30TH

10
GEORGEVOULA

@SBCGLOBAL.NET




2018 Christmas Drive
—— Nov 1l -Dec 9, 2018—

As we prepare to celebrate the Feast of the
Nativity of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, let
us not forget those who are less fortunate. Please
support our annual Christmas Drive, benefitting
children & families in need.

This year, you can either make a monetary
donation directly supporting FOCUS North
America (for more information on this organiza-
tion please visit www.focusnorthamerica.org), or
you can purchase a gift for a child and support
Bridge Communities. They are a local organi-
zation who assist homeless families in DuPage
County with mentoring, housing and supportive
services. For more information on Bridge Com-
munities, feel free to checkout their website at
www.bridgecommunities.org.

There will be someone at Greek School on
(2) Saturday mornings, as well as every Sunday
at the coffee hour after church beginning on
November 11th.

“So let each one give as he purposes in his
heart... for God loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Corinthians 9:7)
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Prayer List

For any prayer concern (salvation, health,
employment, stress and anxieties, etc.)
please send baptismal names only to
stjohn@stjohnthebaptistgoc.org
We may not be able to help others mate-
rially or medically, but God does hear our
prayers and always asks us to pray for each
other and so build up the Body of Christ
(Eph. 4:11-16).

For health and stability in the work place:
Angelo, Chrysanthy and family, Chris, Helen, and
family, Mary Ellen and family, James and family,
Eudoxia, Paraskevi, Maria, Panagiotis, Hristos
For guidance: Ekaterini, Renee, John, Angela
For peace: Maria, Karen, Ropalo, Stavroula,
Christoforos

To let go of anger: Petros, loannis, Angela, John,
Angela, Georgia, loannis, Evagelia

For health: Christos, Penelope, Theofani,
Basilios, Thanasios

For healing of an illness: Helen, Mary Ellen,
Angeline, Mary, Bill, Katherine, George,
Athanasios, Tom, Makrina, Eric, Scott, Veronika,
Nicoletta, Nicholas, Helen, George, Judy, Elaine,
Nicoletta, Anastasios, Aristidis, Mary Ellen, Mary,
and Ioanna

For spiritual edification: Michael, James, Helen,
Cynthia, Lillian.

For spiritual guidance: Veronika, Alexander,
John, loannis, Evagelia

For faith and hope: Evagelia

For good health and recovery from illness:
Christopher

For general well-being: Tom, Anne, Helen,
Lillian, Katherine, Mary, Lillian, Carol, Angeline,
Mary, Chris, Frank, Anna

For health and well-being: Dennis, Mary, Lilly,
Philip, Carol, Judy, Anne, and Helen, Dimitri,
Georgia, Christina, Emily

For heart health: Stiljan

For illness and surgery: Judy, Mary Ellen,
Phillip, Carol, Johnny, Alexandra, Austin,
Panayiota, Mary, Makrina, George, Judy, Mary,
Joan For health: Judy, Anne, Chrysanthy, Helen,
Mary, losefia, Dean and Helen (cancer), Sophie,
Stafford, Ekaterini

For illness and survival of world
circumstances: Mary Ellen, Jennie, Helen,
George/family, Judy, Christ, Mary

For forgiveness: John, Angela, loannis, Evagelia
For battling cancer: Stavros, Dimitri

May their memory be eternal: Chiraca

For Non-Orthodox: Cole, Brian




Six Week Calendar * October 21 - December 1, 2018

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
October 21 October 22 October 23 October 24 October 25 October 26 October 27
8:30am Orthros & 5:30pm Basketball 8:00am Orthros & 9:45am Marttha & Mary 8:00pm Men’s Team 8:00am Orthros & 9:00am Greek School &
Divine Liturgy practice Divine Liturgy Women’s Bible Study Bball Practice Divine Liturgy OXI program
Philoptochos 6:00pm Inclusion 9:30am HOPE SHllipm GRILE O iy 11:00am Philoptochos 6:00pm Great Vespers
L. . [ 6:00pm Ellinomatheia .
Pastichio Sale Awareness Mee'tmg 6:00pm Building & ) 6:30pm Basketball Practice General Meetmg
7:30pm Dance Practice Maintenance Meeting | 6:30pm Adult Ellinomatheia 6:30pm JOY/Faith
7:00pm Parish Council 7:00pm Metropolis Camp
Meeting Meeting
6th Sunday of Luke 7:00pm Jr. GOYA 7:00pm 60th Committee
Electaz St. Tabitha St. Nestor
St. Hilarion St. Cecilia St. Chrysanthe St. Procla, wife of
St. Philotheus Seven Youths of Ephesus St. Iakovos Sts. Arethas & Syncletiki | Sts. Marcian & Maryrius St. Demetrios Pontius Pilate
October 28 October 29 October 30 October 31 November 1 November 2 November 3
B:30am Orthros & 5:30pm Basketball . 9:45am Marttha & Mary 8:00am Orthros & Jr. GOYA Retreat
Divine Liturgy practice zggam goiEtb I Women’s Bible Study Divine Liturgy Jr. GOYA Retreat 9:00am Greek School
GAODS GALA 7:30pm Dance Practice ->0pm Basketba ool JEa s 7:00pm Paraklesis & 6:00pm Great Vespers
practice 5:00pm GSL . OCF
6:00pm Ellinomatheia
6:30pm Basketball Practice | 8:00pm Men’s Team
6:30pm Adult Ellinomatheia Bball Practice

6th Sunday of Luke

Holy Protection of the

St. Anastasia

Sts. Cleopas & Artemas
of the 70

Bl Blinelive ¢ Martyrs Domnina,

St. Nikandros

Holy Apostles Hermes &
Companions

November 11
B:30am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy
12pm General Assembly
:00pm Martha & Mary
House Event

8th Sunday of Luke

Martyrs Victor
and Stephanie

Theotokos St. Abramius the . . Companions of the 70 | Sts. Cosmas & Damian & - Bishop Raphael
Recluse Sts. Zenobius & Zenobia Sp_t. Epimachus their mother Theodota IXOTvED & Ll Hawawggll:! gfl;}rggklxn
November 4 November 5 November 6 November 7 November 8 November 9 November 10
8:30am Orthros & 9:00am GAODS PTO 9:30am HOPE 9:45am Marttha & Mary 8:00am Orthros & 8:00am Orthros & 9:00am Greek School
Divine Liturgy | 5:30pm Basketball 7:00pm Greek School Women’s Bible Study Divine Liturgy Divine Liturgy 6:00pm Great Vespers
Inclusion Awareness practice Board Meeting 2 ggpg gl?iI;nomatheia 7:00pm Paraklesis & 11:00am Philoptochos
Philoptochos’ 7:00pm GOYA w/ 6;005111 GSL Open House OCF Board Meeting
Chicken Sale St. Haralambos 6:30pm Adult Ellinomatheia 8:00pm Men’s Team Parenting University
7:30pm Dance Practice 7:00pm Sunday School Bball Practice Panel Discussion
Meeting
Sth Sunday of Luke 7:15pm Basketball Practices

St. Paul the Confessor, Pa-
triarch of Constantinople

St. Lazarus the
Wonderworker

Holy Father Arsenius
of Cappadocia

November 12

5:30pm Basketball
practice
7:30pm Dance Practice
Great Vespers at
St. John Chrysostom

St. John the Merciful
S. Nilus the Ascetic

Strict Fast Days

November 13

8:00am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy at
St. John Chrysostom
9:30am HOPE
7:00pm Jr. GOYA FMSC

St. John Chrysostom,
Archbishop of
Constantinople

Oil & Wine are permitted

November 16

8:00am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy
6:30pm JOY/Faith

7:00pm YAL at
Fr. John’s home

St. Matthew the Apostle
and Evangelist

November 23

9:00am 40-day
Divine Liturgy

St. Dionysios, Patriarch

of Constantinople
St. Amphilochius,
Bishop of Iconium

November 28 November 30

9:00am 40-day 8:00am Orthros &
Divine Liturgy Divine Liturgy
9:45am Marttha & Mary 1:15pm GAODS
Women’s Bible Study Romanian Nat’l
5:00pm GSL
6:00pm Ellinomatheia Rayisssebly

6:30pm Adult Ellinomatheia
6:30pm Basketball Practices
7:00pm Metropolis Camp

Meeting

Apostle Andrew the
1st Called
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